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SENATOR ERDMAN: ...we have a p ush in the body right now to
require minimum wage for these new businesses that come in.
C asinos a r e exem pt , r i ght f ul l y so . They sho u l d n ' t acc e s s t h e
state's revenue or the state's General Fund for tax credits.
But here's the other thing. Casinos are going to pay a minimum
wage. So what happe;>s is, is that you have minimum wage jobs
c oming i n , i n a f ac i l i t y i n a l ar ge c o nwnunity l i ke Omaha, t a k i n g
away from other places of business because everyone can run over
and buy a steak for $2 at the casino. So now we' ve run out the
steakhouses, we' ve eliminated those jobs, and we' ve seen that
because it's ha ppened i n every other place where a casino has
gone in. We had a gentleman here the other day from M innesota.
He's from Mount Pleasant, I believe. He said he's probably the
o nly person that never went to the casino, but he saw t he
effects of it every day and it was the exact same things that I
just talked about. It ' s the social c o st, it ' s t he cost to
b usine s s es , a nd i t ' s e v en t u a l l y go i n g t o b e a co s t t o t h e
t axpayers of the state to try an d .. .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR ERDMAN: . . .pick u p t h e c o s t o f t a k i n g c a r e o f t ho se
that we have forced this upon. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Erdman. Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH : Thank you , Senator Cudaback and members. We
keep he a r i n g a b o u t t he th r e a t o f a p e t i t i on a n d h o w b ad t h a t
could be , a nd I want to remind the body that some things that
e ven s o un d g o o d d o n ' t p a s s on t h e b a l l o t . I nl ned i a t e l y wh at co m e
t o my m i n d , I n i t i a t i v e s 4 1 1 , 4 1 2 , 4 13 , 4 1 4 . A l l f ou r o f t ho se
e ven ha d ma j o r d o l l a r s be h i n d t h em, ma j o r co a l i t i on s b e h i n d
them, and they failed, even though they s ounded g r eat . Ooh ,
we' re going to put a cap on spe nding, a cap on taxes; that
sounds great. D idn 't pass. And then we a l most h ad ano ther
ballot measure l ast fall , a s you all know, that didn't quite
make i t t o t he b a l l o t , an d i t d i dn ' t e v e n r e a l l y s ou n d g oo d .
The su pp o r t e r s o f i t c e r t a i n l y p r omi s e d t a x r e l i e f , a nd I ' v e
t ol d f o l k s , y o u k n o w , i f y o u f e l t t a x r e l i e f f r om t h e l o t t e r y ,
the advent of the lottery, maybe you might feel tax relief from
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