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head off that set of steam, that steam that's out there i n the
p ubl i c t ha t wa n t s t o do an y t h i n g . We d o n ' t wa n t t o d o an y t h i n g ;
we need to do s omething. It 's the rifle shot that we should
control. Ny difficulty with LR llCA is that it is too broad, in
my estimation. And unlike most other s ituations, t his is a
power which, when given to us, has not been practiced with the
highest legislative ethics. I want a rifle shot bill and I' ll
vote for it­-a casino in Omaha, casinos with the Indian
reservations, something for the racetracks and I'm a yes vote.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Landis. Sena tor Er dman,
followed by Senat or Sm it h, Vrt iska, H a rtnett, C onnealy,
Cunningham, and Schimek. Senator Erdman.

SENATOR ERDNAN: Tha nk you, Nr . President. Memb er s o f the
Legislature, it's taken me an hour and 47 minutes to get up to
talk, but I'm still opposed, in case anyone is keeping track at
home. You know, it is in teresting, and speaking to the
amendment t ha t w e h av e s p e c i f i cal l y be f o r e u s , I bel i eve t h at I
was the only one o r m aybe one of few, I don't know, maybe
Senator Schimek also voted against this amendment in committee,
but I voted against this amendment as well, and I think for some
good reasons that Senator Chambers brought up on the issue of
credit. But I think those issues are going to come u p in the
future as well because of the fact that the gaming industry, as
t hey ca l l t he mse l v es , e v e n t h o ugh t h e y a r e e x p l i c i t l y gamb l i ng ,
is essentially in the business of getting as much money from you
as they possibly can, and the way that they can do that is
through credit. I did mention yesterday it was kind of...it was
tried to be d ismissed at the i ssue that are really the
collateral effects, if you w ill, the collateral damage that
comes from gambling, and I mentioned yesterday that the social
costs of gam bling are astronomical. In the state of Nebraska
right now, according to this study, not done by me, no, no, no,
done by the Nebraska Gamblers Assistance Program, people that
are currently on payroll with our state d o llars, i s sued th e ir
annual report for 2002. They say , according to the NORC
figures, which is a National Opinion Research Center, placed
gambler social costs at $5,100 for problem gamblers, and $10,500
for pathological or severe gamblers. They pr oject that
currently in the state of Nebraska we have about 41,610 problem
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