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d eta i l i n t h e co n s t i t u t i o n an d so m e r eg r e t , I t h i n k s t a t e wi de ,
with regard t o the...'encalcifying' all that material into the
Nebraska Constitution. But I think it il lustrates th e poi nt
that when the people become frustrated with the Legislature,
t hey ar e ap t t o ad o p t t hi n g s t h a t ha v e t o o much d e t a i l f o r t he
constitution, sometimes for fear that the Legislature will come
back and change i t s i nc e t h e L e g i s la t u r e w o u l d n ' t ap p r ov e i t i n
t he f i r st p l a ce . An d no t o n l y d o t h o se p r o p o s i t i on s t h a t g o t o
the people tend to have too much detail, but they tend always to
be slanted towards a p articular special in terest gr oup,
depending on what special interest group put them up, and that' s
natural, of course. You ' re not going to...if you' re in a...if
y ou have a particular interest, you' re not going to spend a l o t
of money putting something on the ballot that doesn't have some
advantage from your particular perspective. So tha t's the
second problem. I mean, Senator Brashear says, on the one hand,
why don't we jus t let them put it on, but then he didn't like
Initiative 300 and that was a good exam@le, I think , of some
excess, of a form o f e xcess, that happens when people get
f rus t r a t e d w i t h t he L e g i s la t u r e . And t hat ' s w h y I ho p e we can
work out som e com promise here and get something on the ballot
that is a reasonable proposition. Senato r Stu hr's arguments
about t h e e v i l s o f g amb l i ng , t h e r e i s a d o wn s i d e t o g am b l i ng ,
t hose a r g u ment s d o a p p l y wi t h a c on s t i t u t i o n a l ame n d men t l i k e
this because you are leaving it open to decide to have gambling
all across the state; that is, to make access easier to people
a l l ac r o ss t he s t at e . Those i n t he m id d l e p a r t o f t he st at e
that are not particularly close to a casino right now, you could
make them very c l o s e t o a cas i n o . I t hi nk one of t he bas i c
decisions we need to make is whether we want to move gambling
physica l l y c l os e r t o pe o p l e. That ' s a f undamenta l k i nd of
d eci s i o n . I d on ' t t h i nk i t ' s t oo mu c h t o p u t t ha t de c i s i o n i n t o
the constitution, and that was the purpose of the interdiction
zone­ - to keep t h e l oc a t i o n s o f t he cas i n o s n ea r t h e l oca t i o n s o f
the foreign casinos, so that increasing numbers of Nebraskans
were not exposed to gambling. So it...and having...there is
some balance between having a whole lot in the constitution a nd
havin g i t s o c on c ep t u a l i n n a t u r e t h a t i t i s e f f e c t i v e l y n o so r t
o f l i mi t a t i on wh a t so e v e r , a nd I t h i n k t h a t ' s wha t y o u ha v e h e r e
with this particular provision. If yo u car efully r ead the se
words , t h e r e i s n o f o r m o f g am b l i ng . . .
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