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r espons i b i l i t y , a s a bo dy , i s t o c r a f t wh at ' s o n t h a t b a l l o t
next year. I think we can do a far better job than any petition
driv e t hat go e s o n o u t t her e . I t h i nk w e c a n d o t ha t . I t h i nk
we can have t h ose d i s c u s s i on s o f f t he f l oor a n d d o a g o o d j o b o f
cra f t i ng so m e t h i n g t ha t wi l l b e fa i r and eq u i t a b l e t o e ve r yb o d y .
We' ve heard a lot about the evils of gambling this morning.
We' ve heard a lot about opening the door. I'd like to point out
that that doo r was ope ned a l o ng, long time ago. In Gr and
Island, we have Former Park. we also hav e b ingo in chu r ch,
although I' ve never heard anybody refer to those two entities as
evil. Speaking directly to Former Park, that's been around for
50 years, 5-0, 50 y ears. If that was so evil, I promise you i t
would not be in Grand Island right now. Former Park is, without
a doubt, the greatest community partner our city has ever had.
I' ll take just a minute to list some of the things they' ve done
just this year. I 'm not going to go back the last 49 years.
Just this year , th e re's al ready b een mo re $3 m illion in
c ont r i bu t i o n s , d on a t i o n s t o c i v i c o r g a n i za t i on s l i k e t h e Hum a ne
Society, Crime Stoppers, chamber of comnerce, Family V i olence
Coalition, the Oa sis Water Park, there's brand new soccer and
s oftball fields there, the Red Cross, Grand Island ENTs and t h e
fire department They a l s o . . .Former Park is also the home of
the Ha l l Cou n t y Fa i r . There ' s b ee n o ve r $2 0 7 , 0 0 0 i n
scholarships to a r ea hi g h sch ool st udents from Former Park.
Over a half a m illion a year use that facility. Also coming u p
this year, t hey wi l l ma ke a $10 million, $10 million in-kind
d onation to help build th e Hea rtland E vent Ce nter in Gran d
Island That 's an e ffort t he whol e com nunity has pulled
together in, and you would be hard-pressed to f ind an ybody in
Grand Is land that considers Former Park an evil entity T hank
you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Aguilar. Senator Beutler.

SENA.OR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the L egislature,
the point I was try ing to make with Sen ator Br ashear on
Initiative 300 was simply the fact that this was a matter w here
t he p e o p l e w e re f r u st r a t e d wi t h t he Le g i s l a t u r e . I r eme m be r t h e
year that we m ade the last attempt for a statutory change
similar to Initiative 300 and it failed, and so then it was
taken to in i tiative a nd , of course, there are three pages of

1812


