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b ody . We a r e on t he ame n dment a nd I p r ob a b l y wi l l no t b e
s uppor t i n g t h i s ame n d m en t a s I do ag r e e wi t h Se n a t o r Ch a mber s
t hat it is not crafted in the best manner. This is the first
t ime t ha t I ' v e s po k e n o n t h i s i s su e a l t h o u g h i t h a s b ee n b e f o r e
us for actually years. this, whether we should look at e xpanded
g ambl i n g . I t h i nk we d o ha v e t h e r e sp o n s i b i l i t y . As se n a t o r s
we were elected to represent our constituents. I co m e fr o m a
d is t r i ct t ha t i s ve r y co n s e r v a t i v e a n d I t h i n k I kn ow t he p u l se
o f wha t t h o se p eo p l e a r e f e e l i ng . So I wi l l b e o pp o s i n g an y
i n i t i a t i v e , a n y co n s t i t u t i o n a l ame n d men t t o c h an ge i t a n d t o
a l l o w i n g e x p a n de d g a mb l i n g i n t h i s s t a t e . I t ho u g h t i t wa s
i n t e r e s t i n g , Se na t o r Beu t l e r s a i d , we l l , we ne e d m o r e t i me . Ho w
much more tim e do we need? Last year we spent weeks on this
i ssue . I f i n d t h a t h a r d t o b e l i e v e t h a t we ne ed mo r e t i me t o
d iscus s t h i s i s su e . I do wan t t o sh a r e wi t h y ou t ha t I f ou n d a n
a r t i c l e t h a t r e l a t e d b a c k t o 19 9 6 o n a c as i no - r e l a t e d b a l l o t
issue that w as be f ore t he Legislature. Fort y Ne b r a sk a
economists signed a statement opposing the establishment of such
g ambl i n g i n t he s t a t e . The y s a i d t h e ad d i t i o na l d i r e ct an d
i nd i r e c t c o s t s f r om e xp a n de d g a mb l i n g a r e l i k e l y t o f a r ou t we i g h
any o f t he ad d i t i o na l d i r e c t an d i n d i r e c t b e n e f i t s f o r t h e
s ta te , a s a wh o l e . I t h i nk ma n y p e o p l e t h i n k t h a t ex p a n d e d
g ambl i n g i s r e a l l y g o i n g t o b e t h e p a n a ce a t o o u r b u d ge t
p rob l e ms , t h a t i t ' s g o i ng t o b e t h e j a c kp o t , t h a t i t ' s r e a l l y
g oing t o so l v e t h e e x t r e m e c r i s i s t h a t we a r e ex p e r i e n c i n g . I
think we all know, and it's been stated before, that there are
many social costs involved. For every dollar received, w e end
up actually spending tw o to t hree dollars in social welfare,
through increased crime, law enforcement, courts, welfare. We
are all co mplaining a bout those additional costs in Medicaid.
We talked about yesterday our l ocal businesses losing n ot only
income but a l so jobs. I tho ught it was interesting also that
t he v a s t m aj o r i t y o f g amb l i ng r e v e n u e s co m e f r om t ho s e who ca m
l eas t a f f o r d t o l o s e t h e mon e y . Ei g h t y p e r c e n t o f g am bl i n g
revenues are generated from 20 percent of th e pop ulation, a nd
t ha t 20 p e r c e nt o f t he p op u l a t i o n i s p r i ma r i l y c om p o se d o f t h e
elderly and low- a~d m iddle-income people . There are m any
issues to be resolved yet. I believe that we have a choice in
Nebraska. We can either approve casino gambling and promote the
idea that Nebraskans can make money without working for it , o r
we can come up with some innovative solutions that reward hard
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