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the L egislature may aut horize and regulate casino-style
gambling . Now w h a t i s a cas i n o ? You may r e c a l l t he ot h e r b i l l
didn't refer to casinos. It referred to Class III gaming, which
i s exp l i c i t l y def i n e d u n der f e d e ra l l aw. Bu t wh a t i s a cas i no?
You k no w, i f y ou l oo k a t t h e d i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i on s , i t s t a r t s
out being a pleasure house or summer home in Italy, g oes to a
p ubl i c r oo m u s ed f o r so c i a l mee t i n g s , g e t s d ow n t o p r o b ab l y t h e
meaning t ha t ' s i n t e n de d , a b u i l d i n g f o r g amb l i ng o f t e n wi t h
other amen ities. Now, we ha ve in curr ent l aw in the
c onst i t u t i o n sp e c i f i c p r o v i s i o ns r e l a t e d t o b i ng o , f o r ex amp l e .
Is a b ingo ha ll a casino? I t's a place for gambling. It has
o ther a m e n it i e s . We ' r e n o t d i st i n gu i sh i n g be t we en Cl a s s I I I
gaming and bingo halls. Now, that starts to cause you problems
because there is a specific provision in here about bingo games,
and the f a c t t hat t he y ' r e c o nduc ted b y nonp r o f i t assoc i at i on s .
W ell , i f a b i ngo ha l l i s a cas i no a n d c a s i n o - s t y l e , w h a t e v e r
' st y l e ' m e ans , we w i l l get t o t hat i n a mi nu t e , i s al l ow ed , d o e s
that mean now that this law takes precedent over the bingo law
in another p art of the constitution here? The word casino has
no definition. It c o uld be a b in g o hal l. How about the
Cathol i c chu r ch hal l whe r e t he r af f l e s ar e he l d ? On l y
n onprofits, only nonprofits can conduct charitable gaming. B u t
that's an establishment for gambling. Or does it mean primarily
f or g a mb l i n g ?

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: We l l , i t ' s a l so a n e s t ab l i s hm en t f o r g am b l i ng
if you' re holding your charitable gaming there. Does that mean
that the Legislature would now be author'zed to allow profits to
d o n o n char i t a b l e . . . t o do r a f f l es a n d l ot t e r i es , ev e n t h o ugh i n
the other part of th . constitution i t says that charitable
g aming i s f or non p r o f i t s on l y ? Fi r s t maj o r b i g pr ob l e m, c a s i n o
i s no t d e f i n ed , an d by an y d i c t i o n a r y de f i n i t i o n c ou l d me an a
bingo hall, co uld mea n a charitable gaming hall, could mean
whatever you want it to mean as long as some gambling goes on in
that building. That's big major problem, number one.

PRESIDENT HEINENAN: Tha nk you, Senator B eutler.
r ecogn i z e s S e n a t o r J a n ss e n .
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