
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATVRE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

February 2 8 , 2 00 3 LR 1 1

going to vote against it on the ballot. I don 't ha ve str ong
feel ings ei t h e r w ay , t h a t ' s j u s t t h e way I ' m g o ing t o d o . Your
people want to know what their rep is going to do, and that' s
all I h ave to say on the issue, and that's the last you will
hear from me. You' re probably happy for that. Thank you.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Tha nk you, Senator Cudaback. The Cha ir
recognizes Senator Schrock. Sena tor Schrock. The Chair would
now recognize Senator Beutler. Oh, excuse me, Senator Schrock,
you' re recognized.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Mr . Pr esident, members of the Legislature, I
passed out a map this morning so you can see what our neighbors
are doing. On th is proposal, I am unsure, very unsure. I' ve
always told my cons tituents I wou l d sup port a reas onable
proposal with a limited number of casinos and that would include
the racetracks. So I th ink I 'm a ' neigh-sayer ' on t h i s
proposal. (Laugh) At any rate, as you can see what Iowa does,
I owa h as t en r i v e r bo a t c a s i n o s. Coun c i l Bl u f f s ha s t w o. The y
each have one riverboat casino, the following cities each have
one riverboat c asino, Marquette, Dubugue, Clinton, Bettendorf,
Davenport, Sioux City, and Osceola. The tenth riverboat is
l ocated at F or t Madison i n t h e s umner but moves to Bur l i n g ton i n
the winter. Additionally, there are two dog tracks, one in
Council Bluffs and one in Dubuque, and a horse track in Altoona,
which I believe is close to Des Moines. A ll three tracks
f eature s l o t machines and s imulcast i ng . I t hi nk I o w a has p r e t t y
well saturated the market. The problem with Senator Janssen's
proposal i s t h i s c o u l d e v entua l l y me a n sl ot mac h i ne s i n our
bars, sl ot mac h i ne s at t he VFW cl ub s , s l o t m achines at o u r
bowling alleys. I cannot, in good conscience, vote to p ut
something l i ke t h i s on t he ba l l o t . And I kno w t he L eg is l a t u r e
would have control, but we' re not going to be here, not all o f
us are going to b e here when those decisions are made. And
those decisions can change. I understand what Senator Brashear
said about being a pu rist about messing up the constitution,
c lutte r ing up t h e c onst i t u t i o n , b u t I t h i n k i t ' s o u r d u t y t o p u t
a proposal o n t h e ba l l o t th a t l i mi t s g amb l i n g . An d I d o n ' t
t hink t hi s put s e no u g h l i mi t a t i o n s o n g a mb l i n g. To me t h i s i s
wide open, and I' ve heard Senator Jensen talk about the evils of
gambling. I won't disagree with anything he had said because he

1793


