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PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Thank you , Senator Janssen. T he Ch air
would now recognize Senator Louden f or his amendment t o the
committee amendment.

CLERK: Nr . Pre s i de nt , I mig h t i nd i ca t e t h e c op i e s o f Se na t o r
Louden's a mendment h ave be e n d i s t r i b u t e d o n t h e f l oor , AN05 6 9 .
( Legis l a t i v e J o u r na l p a g e 6 7 9 . )

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Thank you, Nr. Clerk. Se nator Louden.

SENATOR LOUDEN: T h ank you, Nr. Lieutenant Governor and members
of th e bo d y . I st u d i ed Se n a t o r J a n s se n ' s a me nd ment, LR 11CA ,
and this is so mething that I think we can probably go forward
with . I t i s n ' t a ma t t e r o f a r e we fo r o r a ga i ns t gamb l i n g , but
it's a matter of are we going to let the people in the state of
Nebraska d e c i d e h o w th e y wa n t t o g o a b ou t i t ? Do t hey wa nt t o
have gambling'? Do t h e y h a ve t o d o a n i ni t i at i ve o f t he i r ow n o r
a re we , a s l eg i s l a t or s , go i n g t o l e ad t he w a y f or s om e t h i n g t ha t
wil l pr oba b l y wor k i n t he f ut u r e a nd some t h i n g t ha t t he
Legis l a t u r e c a n hav e some co n t r o l ov e r ? Ny ame ndme nt i s
introduced mostly bec ause w e have to consider the fact that
there is more to Nebraska than here just in the western. . . or t h e
eastern end of the state. We have our population areas com i ng
in on the w estern end. We a r e working towards our Heartland
express road that has an expressway from Denver through w e stern
Nebraska into the Dakotas. We' re working on our port to plains
transpor t a t i o n ar t e r y f r om t h e Gu l f o f Mex i co t o Sa sk a t che w an.
This goe s t hr ough we s t e r n Neb r a s ka . These a r e a l l
transpor t a t i o n ar t e r i e s t h a t ar e go i n g t o i mp a c t t he we st e r n end
of the state . So whatev er we do we have to have some
consideration that there wi l l be tou ri sm, the re wil l be a
population growth in the western e nd. The re w ill be folks
traveling through that area. Th ese are the kind of people that
help our tax b a se, pe ople a re com ing through, st o p, enjoy
themselves fo r a d ay or two, spend a little money and go on to
their destination. Th ese are the kind of people you don't h a ve
to set up schools for. Th ey come through and spend their money
and we' re t i c k l e d to d e at h t o hav e th em wo r k th a t wa y . Thi s i s
the reason I introduced the amendment. It doesn't necessarily
m ean that there will be a casino in every county in th e sta te .
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