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there might be a different definition for it, but it's gambling.
The city o f Oma h a p ro spered f rom Grand Island...or from the
Ak-Sar-Ben racetrack. Another thing that it did at that tim e
was use a lot of our agricultural products. Those horses had to
b e f e d . I t was a h e ck o f a l o t o f o a t s a n d a he c k o f a l o t o f
hay that went down to Ak-Sar-Ben every summer. And the crowds
they used to hav e there were tremendous. You couldn't find a
park i n g l o t . The y ' d h av e t o pa r k t he m i n s i d e o f t h e t r a ck . I t
was a g em f o r Om a ha. We l l , t ho se t h i ng s we n t b y t h e wa y s i d e .
And what r e a l l y , wha t r e a l l y p u t t h e c r i mp t o t h e h o r s e r a c i n g
industry in this state was the advent of the casinos across the
r i v e r . Go od o r b a d , t he y ' r e t h e r e . An d t h a t k i l l e d o n e ~ f t h e
most important t h ings we had in this state. Countless numbers
of scholarships that Ak-Sar-Ben gave to our young people. We ll,
Senator Hall was getting pounded on the same wa y th at Sen ator
Schimek i s g e t t i ng p o u n d e d o n no w . Bu t I b e l i e v e t h a t t he h o r se
racing in dustry d o es need to be a part of this. I t does need
i t s d a y i n co u r t . I f t h i s i s t h e r i gh t wa y t o g o , n o t s u r e .
Basically, I don 't think it. . . wel l , I ' l l sa y i t , I do n ' t t h i n k
i t ' s t h e r i g h t wa y t o g o . An d y ou l oo k a t ou r s t a t e l o t t e r y .
Like it o r not , it's here. It was put on the ballot. People
voted f o r i t . I t ' s t h e r e , b u t i t ca n b e ch a n g e d . Ou r l o t t e r y
can b e c ha n g e d . We co u l d e l i mi n a t e i t , i f we wa n t e d t o . I
don't mind locking the racetracks into the constitution.

SPEAKER BRONN : One m in ut e .

SENATOR JANSSEN: I 'd much rather s ee it put in there
legislatively, so that if we get to the point where that is
not . . .who knows what's going to happen 20 years d own t he road ?
But I t h i n k we sh o u l d h a v e t h e o p t i o n i n t h i s bo d y o f
controlling that. Senator Schrock, I am going to support your
amendment , b e c au s e I b e l i e v e i t ' s t h e r i g h t t h i n g t o do .
Hopefully, we can bring the racing industry ba ck to Neb ra ska
where it was 20 years ago. I don't know whether it's possible,
but nothing is possible unless you try. So w ith tha t , than k
you, Nr. Speaker. And , S enator Schrock, I will be supporting
y our a mendment .

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Janssen. Senator Erdman.
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