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say, well, you know, I'm not a gambler myself, but we need the
tax revenue. Now, maybe they're telling the truth and they
really don't gamble themselves and, 1like a 1lot of people,
they're just 1looking for someone else to be taxed rather than
them. They want the services that government provides, but they
want somebody else to pay the tax. Or maybe in fact they do
enjoy gambling, and that's fine. So I had to ask myself, in
looking at this bill, and saying, well, would this provide an
opportunity for someone who really just wants to be an American
and make a choice for themselves? And then I thought, well, 1
live in Omaha. And if we're talking about a two-mile border,
we're talking about, about three minutes in difference in
driving time. Do they have the opportunity in Omaha if they
want to go to a casino? They sure do. There's three of them
right across the river. So the opportunity is there for them.
Okay. What about the rest of that two-mile border around the
state? Do they have opportunities? Well, what's the likelihood
they're going to build a big destination casino in a county with
a small population base? Probably pretty nil. So in fact I
think the opportunities to gamble do exist for people. But the
issue still goes back to, they're looking for what they feel is
tax relief. They think that our money from Nebraska is going
over to Iowa and they're losing it. So I passed out to you a
nandout. It comes from "Stateline.org,® and it really compares
the budget holes in the states. And I think it's interesting,
when you 1loock at Nebraska, you see that our hole is
13.4 percent. That ranks us number 15 in the nation. But right
next to Nebraska, what do you see? You see Nevada. And how big
is their hole? Nineteen point nine percent. They rank number
four in the nation. Now, Nevada 1is a destination gambling
state. Omaha never will be. I don't imagine they're going to
be able to advertise the state of Nebraska and say, Yyou know,
book your plans now, book your flight, and go to Nebraska so you
can gamble. Because where are they going to go? They're going
to go to Las Vegas. They're going to go to Atlantic City, where
there are a lot of casinos and a lot of action going on. And
yet even with outsiders coming in and paying their tax burden,
Nevada has a bigger hole than Nebraska. And if you look on-line
at the newspaper articles going on in Nevada right now, they're
talking about raising every single tax there is. And they do
pay taxes in Nevada, even though people think they do not. So
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