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for me to do is what I feel, and that is that gambling is not
going to solve the problems of this state. And I don't think
anybody would argue that point. It can provide entertainment.
It can provide people to go for the kind of activities they
like. But it's not going to solve our fiscal problem. Anybody
that thinks it 1is is living in a fantasy world. I liked the
article that Roger Wehrbein sent around that talks about
Internet sales. That's what we ought to be talking about if we
want to serve our problems. We ought to be talking about the
money we're losing; not the money we're redistributing, ...

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR VRTISKA: ...but the money that we're losing; the fact
that we can't collect on these Internet sales that are going,
and they're getting larger and larger and larger every year.
That's where our money is going. But to think that we can
redistribute our funds and solve all the problems, to me, is
pure foolish. It's obvious in what I've said that you will
probably come to the conclusion that I'm not going to support
this bill, and that's...you're correct. I'm not going to
support it. I will be criticized by some of the people who are
saying...and they've said, and it's true, there will probably be
a petition out if you don't move this bill ahead, to go through
the same thing. And by the way, I think the petition that was
put out last year was the worst piece of 1legislation, proposed
legislation, that 1I've seen since I've been up here. It was
absolutely horrendous. But people s8igned petition. Now,
whether they they signed it because they thought it was going to
solve the problems of this state is probably true. They felt
like. ..

SPEAKER BROMM: Time.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska. Senator Redfield.
SENATOR REDFIELD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body.

Like all of you, I hear from the citizens, and they say, we want
casinos. And when I ask them the question, why, they always

1764



