
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

Februar y 2 7, 2 0 03 LR 1 4

busin es s t o Cou n c i l Bl u f f s . An d I t h i nk t h e r e wi l l b e
significant social costs. I thi nk Senator Tyson is exactly
r ight, and Senator Jensen. They' ve beat that drum f or yea r s ,
a nd t h e y ' r e r i g h t . Bu t I ' d d o i t i n Oma h a . I f y o u d o i t i n
Omaha, yo u d o i t i n t h e I n d i a n r e se r v a t i o ns , an d I c an l i v e wi t h
that . I f th e r e is g o i ng t o b e some t h i n g fo r t h a t , I ' d j u s t a s
soon have some money for the racetracks, so that we can help the
horse racing i n dustry in this state. I think that would be a
good thing for agriculture, and I think it would be a g ood way
to disperse some of the b enefits around the state in other
locations where casinos are inappropriate. Do I need a two-mile
strip all the way around the state? No . B ut I don't want video
slots everywhere. I don't want to get people in the business of
having gambling everywhere. I'd ju st a s soon control it
geographically for this reason. The evidence is overwhelming
tha t t h e a v a i l ab i l i t y o f g amb l i n g in c r e a s e s t h e amo u n t o f
g ambl i n g . I t ' s no t a s i f t ha t t h e r e ' s a se t su m o f g a m b l i n g
that would be done, and you just have to figure out ho w yo u' re
g oing to do it, or where it's going to go to run its course. I f
you pass six lottery locations on the way home, you are more
l i k e l y t o g a mbl e t h a n i f you p a s s on e l ot t e r y p l a c e o n t he way
home. If you walk into restaurant or bar after bar and there' s
a video s l o t ,

SPEAKER BRONINI: On e m i n u t e .

SENATOR LANDIS : . . . i t ' s mo r e l i k e l y yo u wi l l g amb l e t ha n i f
there's only o ne every now and then. In ot her words, access
breeds consumption. It 's tr u e in a lco hol . It 's true in
g ambl i n g . I t ' s t r u e i n a n umb e r o f t h e s i n s , i f y ou wi l l .
Which i s wh y a l i mi t e d a p p r o ach , f o r m e , i s t he be st . I can
l i v e wi t h t h a t . I i n t e nd t o v o t e f o r L R 14 C A . Bu t u l t i ma t e l y ,
here's what I'm endorsing. I'm endorsing, and I believe in, and
t hink it would be appropriate for a casino in Omaha, on t he
Indian reservations, and something for the racetracks. I could
live with that, and I think the public would endorse it as well.
Under those conditions, and looking towards that, I'm supporting
LR 14CA, reluctantly.

S PEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Landis. Senator Janssen, o n
t he . .

.he's on the bill. Senato r Br a s h e a r .
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