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SPEAKER BRONM : T hank you, Senator Schimek. Senator Jones, on
the bill. Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: Nr . Speaker, members of the Legislature, I have
been hi st or i cal l y oppo s e d t o t he ex t e n s i o n o f g a mb l i n g i n an y
form. Voted against it in every way, shape, and m easure, w i th
the exception of the state lottery a number of years ago, when
we were in roughly the same place. The demand of the public was
to do something in the area. They wanted to vote, and they were
putt i n g r e a l l y i n f er i or pr o p o s a l s o n t h e b al l ot . And l uck i l y ,
in the case of the lottery, it was such an egregious proposal,
w ith no real oversight, and it was like an i nvitation t o say ,
t he m o ney i s i n som e b ags i n t he b a c k o f t he p l ac e ; i t wi l l be
d ark between 11:00 and 3:00; go back a nd p ick up the mone y
t here , b e c au s e we d o n ' t k n ow w h e r e i t ' s g o i n g t o g o a f t e r t h a t
point. I mean, it was an open invitation for money to disappear
a nd f a l l o u t o f t h e sy s t em t o a wh o l e l o t o f i n a pp r op r i a t e
l oca t i o n s . I t wa s so ba d t h a t t he p u b l i c a c t u a l l y v o t e d ag a i n s t
a state l o ttery, even though they wanted one. And they let us
know it. So we passed a state lottery out of here. It went to
t he p u b l i c , a n d t h ey en do r s e d i t . I t ' s t he o n e t i me I ' v e v o t ed
for it, because I saw that the public h ad ex ercised s ome
j udgment a g a i n s t a r e a l l y , r ea l l y ba d p r o p o sa l , e v e n t h ou g h t h ey
wanted i t . An d I co u l d n ' t gu a r an t e e t h a t t h ey ' d do i t a se c o nd
time. And if we didn't get in front of the f reight tr ain, it
was going to run over us. W e' re in that same situation now.
Oddly enough, i t ' s . . . b y t he w ay , I don ' t l i ke i t . Si x t y - f i ve
percent want to vote for gaming, and only 30 percent want to go
and game. Now, what do you explain the other 35 percent who
don't want to gamble? It's because they want th 30 percent who
do gamble to pay their taxes. T his is volunteering somebody
else to pay your taxes, and it's one of the reasons I r eally
don't like gaming. However, we' re in a situation where I think
we' re not going to be enabled to control what happens. And I
fear the self-interest of those people who put the proposals on
t he ba l l o t s t h a t w e w i l l vot e f or . So wi t h t r epi da t i o n, wi t h
reluctance, with an unsavory taste in my mouth, I will vote for
limited gambling. I' ll tell you what I' ll do. I' ll vote for a
casino in Omaha . That makes sense to me. I understand that.
I' ll do that. It's probably part of their convention center
a rea , an d b e c o m i n g a de s t i n a t i on t o w n . I t h i n k t he y a r e l o s i ng
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