
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

February 2 7 , 2 0 03 LR 14

for gamb l i n g or mor a l l y aga i nst gamb l i ng or somew h ere i n
between , I hope t ha t we c an re cog n i z e t he po l i t i ca l r e a l i t i e s
t hat we ' r e d e a l i n g w i t h he r e . And l e t me t e l l y ou , I t h i nk t ha t
they are political realities. Whether you believe...and it may
be t r ue . . .that if we put some sort of casino in that it's going
to be damaging to our state, or whether you believe it's going
to be neutral, or whether you believe it's going to be a revenue
enhancer, I th ink you can throw all that out the window. I
think what you have to r ecognize, we' ve got a situ ation, a
political situation, in Nebraska where the people are going to
get to vote on something, whether we put it o n the ballot or
whether some group puts it on the ballot. It's only by a legal
technicality that it hasn't already been on the ballot. And how
that decision is going to come I do not know. I don't know when
the de c i s i o n w i l l be ma d e . I t ve r y we l l ma y be ma d e b e f o r e t he
session is over. I don't know. But if that decision comes out
adverse, and if we do nothing, there w ill be another e f fort to
put something on the ballot, and I predict with great certainty
the odds are very high that something...the odds are much better
than they would be, in my opinion, in b la ckjack or something
l ik e t ha t , t ha t t he r e wi l l be s om e t h i n g o n t he ba l l ot . Now,
that leads me to the next point. I have become m ore and more
conscious of what we put in our constitution. We have things in
there now th at I wish we could undo, and we have an awful time
doing that. Once it's in there, i t's in ther e . And s o
whatever we put i n th e c onstitution we should do very, very
carefully and very thoughtfully, and it should be d rafted in
such a way that we have some flexibility in the Legislature to
deal with the concept. Concepts should be in the constitution,
not the details of the concept, because times change. A concept
that makes 100 percent sense today may look like a very idiotic
i dea f i v e y e ar s f r o m now. S o , I am f o r p u t ti n g . . . I 'm s upport i ng
putt i n g c o n c e pt s i n t he c on s t i t ut i on t ha t we ag r e e o n . But i f
you don't tr ust yo urselves, this Legislature, to do the right
thing when it comes to doing the detail, then I just...I have a
problem with that. I mean , I trust this Legislature, not that
we don't make mistakes, we have made mistakes, but we h ave the
ability to correct. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
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