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come back to that. I still come back to that. And the reason
being 1is that I think we need to think about where the money is
going, where the money is being spent, what will be the result
of that. If we do decide to go into casino gambling, there
better be enough money coming into the state to replace what is
going out, what 1is going out to Las Vegas, or wherever it is
that the casino is going to be owned by and controlled by and
the major profits going. 1In Iowa, the major of the profits go
to Tas Vegas. They don't go...or at least they go out of the
state. They do not stay in Iowa. In every community where
there is a casino, sales tax receipts drop. And if you think
about that, it only makes sense. They're going to be buying
fewer shoes, they're going to be buying fewer coats, hats,
they're going to be buying fewer building products, because
these dollars are going not into something that is tangible but
something that 1is being spent and then moved on out of the
community. Statistics show that, in Iowa, that really areas
where there are casinos, there 1is a 4 percent reduction in
taxable retail sales. And whether that be in Columbus, or where
that might be, if you have a casino there, you're going to have
fewer retail sales. Now, one thing that has stood up throughout
our downturn here 1is really the sales tax revenues have been
pretty close to where they are. They've declined a little bit,
but not appreciably. Oour biggest reduction certainly was in
capital gains. It was in the investor recession. That's3 what I
refer to this that we've been going through. But if we decline
our sales tax revenue into this state, we're...what are we going
to do to fund our schools, and what are we going to do to fund
our health care, and everything else that we do as a state, if
we reduce that incidence? Also, statistics tell us that where
there are casinos, the counties where the casino is located have
an 18 percent higher bankruptcy rate, 18 percent. Are you
willing to have that in your community? I think there's some
real problems here. You also need to recognize that once you
have Native American casinos, they don't follow, necessarily,
Nebraska rules. Remember over in Iowa, they allow 18-year-olds
to gamble over there in the Indian casino, 18-year-olds. That's
high school kids. That's college freshmen. Now, you think when
you were in college and the opportunity was there that, wow, you
could go to the casino; golly, there goes the books, there goes
the tuition; I'm afraid there goes many other things. And I'm
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