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came up in our private discussion. ..I didn't mean t o say that
the state co uldn't spend some of its own portion of that tax
revenue in Douglas County. For instance, if the r e was a
veterans' home, as we all know, that needs to be built there,
and the state needs to com e up w ith $8 m ill ion, or
approximately, fo r th a t to match federal funds, I didn't mean
that. I just meant that Douglas County wo uldn't b e ab le to
a ppl y f o r t h o s e g r a n t s . No w, l e t me co n t i n u e a nd s ay t ha t I
believe that Douglas County, if there were a casino in Doug las
County , o r t he c i t y o f Oma h a , w o u ld b e ab l e t o n eg o t i a t e i t s own
tax with the casino, and in addition to that, perhaps some kind
o f a fee to help get the whole thing established i n the firs t
place. In addit ion to that, some kind of receipts for taking
care of any safety or infrastructure needs, that kind of t hing.
So I e n v i s i on a l l t h a t , t h a t Do u g l a s Co u n t y i s a b l e t o d o , i n
addi t i o n t o ge t t i ng a l l t h e o t h e r k i n d s o f b en e f i t s f r om a
c asin o t h a t i t wou l d n o r m a l l y g e t .

SENATOR BOURNE: Right. I a ppreciate what you' re saying. But
again, I' ll just reiterate that I do believe this language is
t oo r e st r i c t i v e . An d I u nd e r s t a nd ex a c t l y wh a t y o u r i n t e n t i s ,
but I don't believe that this language carries out your intent.
And m y con c e r n when we have . . .and I' ve got my light on too, so
I ' l l . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Ok ay .

SENATOR BOURNE: . . .g i v e s o m e o f my t i me t o y o u . I d o n ' t wa n t
to take u p all of yours. But my concern is that if we were to
adopt a bill such as this, it would be too restrictive in terms
of these kind of issues. We do n't know if Omaha or any other
county that is going to apply for one of these, or wants one of
these casinos, can negotiate any additional money. I mean, it
could be that we' ll come back and adopt rules that say al l the
money has to go t o the state, and we would prohibit any money
from being spent locally. Tha t could happen u n der th is. I
mean, we wil l have to adopt some regulations and laws to carry
o ut t h i s co n s t i t u t i on a l ame n d ment . An d a l l I ' m t r y i n g t o
suggest to you is that it very well could happen that, in those
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