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SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Senator Erdman.

SENATOR ERDN AN: T hank you , Nr . Speaker, m embers of the
Legislature. H old onto your seats, I rise in opposition to
LR 14CA. I kn o w, I kn o w, i t ' s har d to b e l i e v e . As a memb e r o f
the General Affairs Cceanittee that, evi dently, wa s n't bri ght
enough to vote for this proposal, if you ask Senator Schimek,
I'm sure she won't use those words, but I was the lone no vote
on both p r oposals t hat came before the Legislature. I think
i t ' s i n t e r es t i n g , an d I ' m g o i ng t o g o t h r o u g h wh a t Se na t o r
Schimek asked, an d I' m going to give my perspective. But I'm
going t o l i s t en b e ca u s e I t h i n k t h i s i s i mp o r t a n t t ha t we , i n
t he b od y , d i sc u s s wha t i t i s t ha t ' s b e i n g p r e se n t e d t o y ou .
First of all, the comment that I made in comnittee is going to
be w h a t we he a r , a nd I t h i n k Sen a t o r Bou r n e j u st a l l u d ed t o
that. We have competing proposals on the floor. W e w ill have
compet i n g pr op o s a l s on t h e f l o o r u n t i l t he da y t h a t t h i s se s s i o n
either does away with these two proposals or puts one on the
ballot or does whatever. We are going to continue to have that.
We' re going to continue to wade through notes from the back of
i deas t hat we sho u l d b e p u tt i ng i nt o o ur co n s ti t ut i o n. And so
from that standpoint, I think that's going to be real evident.
Ny comment was there will be a million interests, and I think
each one of those interests is tied di rectly to a dollar.
Senator Bourne talked about this, you know, we need to have
money fo r D oug la s County . That ' s ess e n t i a l l y w h a t hi s concer n
is. And this is going to be about money. This is going to be
about how the state can generate revenue from individuals who
are subject to gambling. Generally, it is going to target
low-income, poor individuals, and we are going to set u p a
system in the state of Nebraska. W e' re going to take their
money again f r o m t h em and use i t f or ot he r good and nobl e
p urposes . But I ' m go i n g t o t al k t o t he qu e s ti o n s t h a t S e n a t o r
Schimek put up. Does the Legislature need to put this on t he
bal l o t ; t h i s bei ng a const i t u t i on a l a m endment d r a f t e d b y t he
Legislature before the people? Would it be more reasonable than
an initiative that might b e dra fted by an ou tside interest
group? I wou ld say that ans wer would be yes as fa r as
reasonability. Senator Bourne said that he thinks t hat if w e
would d o t h i s i t mi g h t . . . i t wou l d p r o h i b i t , or t h a t wa s t he
a l l u s i o n , t h a t t h i s wo u l d p r e v e nt a b ad pr o p o s a l f r om b e i ng
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