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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you. Mr . President and members o f the
b ody , I wou l d l i k e t o o p e n on t h i s b i l l b y f i r s t p o s i ng so m e o f
t he q u e s t i o ns t ha t I t h i n k t ha t we n ee d t o t h i n k ab o ut a s we a r e
c onsid e r i n g t h i s who l e g a m b l i n g i ss u e . An d t h a t wi l l b e b o t h o n
this bill and on Sena tor Ja nssen's b i ll, L R 11CA . First
question I think th a t we should as k ourselves is, does the
L egi s l a t u r e n e e d t o p u t a co n s t i t u t i on a l a me n dment o n t h e b a l l o t
on which the people can vote? And I'm just h aving pa ssed out
for you something that some of you saw last year, but I want to
reemphasize what I think are the dangers of gaming on the ballot
b y pe t i t i o n . An d t h e r e a r e a cou p l e o f t h i ng s t h a t I wou l d l i k e
to p o i n t ou t t o t h o se o f y ou pa r t i c u l a r l y who wer e n ' t h e r e l as t
y ear . I f we do n ' t h av e so m e t h i n g on t h e b a l l o t t h i s n ex t t i me
a round , I b e l i ev e t h e r e wi l l b e some t h i ng o n t he b a l l o t b y
p et i t i o n . I d on ' t d ou b t t h a t f o r a s i n g l e mo m e nt . Wh a t we ha d
l as t y e ar a n d w h a t i s n ow be f o r e t h e Un i t e d . . .or t h e Neb r a sk a
Supreme Co u r t b e i ng d e c i d e d u p o n w h e t h e r o r no t i t v i o l a t ed t h e
s ing l e s ub j e c t wa s a p e t i t i o n t h a t wo u l d h av e a l l o w a t o t a l
maximum o f up to 32 3 ,600 slots across the state. And I think
t hat t h e r e a c t u a l l y e v e n w as a p r ov i s i o n t h a t co m mun i ti e s c ou l d
e xceed t he l i mi t a t i o n , an d so t ha t mi g h t h a v e e ve n m a d e i t
h igher . Th e o t he r t h i ng t ha t I wan t y o u t o n o t e i s o n t h e b ac k
of the sheet where it talks about legislative restrictions. And
t ha t p e t i t i o n p r ov i d ed t ha t n o a ct i o n b y t h e L e g i s l a t u r e wo u l d
be required fo r communities t o use th is a rticle o f the
constitution o r fo r a gam ing corrmission to operate. In other
words, we would have had no oversight over this. It would have
also said that the Legislature cannot put any special or excise
t ax o n t h e a c t i v i t i e s , an d t ha t n o p l ay e r a c t i v a t ed g ami n g
devices could be authorized by the Legislature. We co uldn' t
have even authorized anything if we wanted to according to the
provisions of this particular petition. I could go on and on
about that petition, and you can read it fo r y ourself, and
refresh your memory if you have any doubts about whether this is
good public policy or not. So if we don't want something like
this to be on the ballot next time, or if we want t o at least
put so me t h i n g el se on t he ba l l ot t o cou n t e r a c t or t o g i ve t he
p eople a ch o i c e i n wh a t t h e p o l i cy s h ou l d b e , t h e n I t h i nk t ha t
we need to act during this session. Now the issue doesn't go on
the ballot until 2004, but the reason I think that we should act
this session is on the off chance, and I think it's a very slim

1703


