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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr . President, members of the Legislature, in
practically every other situation, I'm opposed to increasing
penalties. However, I cannot be hidebound and I h ave to face
r eal i t y . I cannot e l ev a t e f o r m over s ubstance . Wher e as , I
agree with ev erything S enator B e utler h as sai d abou t the
necessity in a criminal code of graduating punishments upward as
the severity or se riousness of an offense increases, or as
society ' s r e j e c t i o n and outr a ge re l a t i v e t o a cer t ai n of f e n se i s
made manifest. However, this is one of those areas where I make
a difference. I set crimes against children off to the side and
place them in a category by themselves. Senator Beutler pointed
out that by our raising this punishment, as we' re doing in the
bill Senator Nossey brings to us, we equate mere possession with
manufacturing. In this one set of circumstances, taking a step
at t h e t i me, I am p r e p ared to s u pport t h i s b i l l . What I ' m go i n g
t o look a t r i g h t n o w i s t h e o f f e nse t ha t we ' r e t al k i ng abo u t .
When we are dealing with child pornography, there is more than
just a depiction by way of a photograph, a video, a computer
presentat i on . Ther e a r e c h il d r e n i n v o l ved i n t h ose a c t i v i t i es ,
and the i n vest i g a t i ons o f c h i l d p o r nography ca s e s now do not
s top wi t h a pp r e he n s i o n of t he ma l e f a c t or who ha d t he
pornography. But an attempt is made to track down the l o cation
of t he chi l dr e n who are dep i c ted because whil e t h a t ma l e f a c t or
is being apprehended, tried and imprisoned, those children or
other children may be i n the process of being abused in ways
that ar e h o r r i f i c , u n mentionable , f o r a per s o n of my mak e up ,
unimaginab l e . But now i t ' s not l e f t t o i ma gi na t i o n . We ha v e
d epict ions o f p e ople committ ing a t r o c i t i e s a g a i ns t c h i l d r e n t h a t
were, before I was aware of the depictions, were not only beyond
i maginat ion but t o t a l l y i nc omprehensible t o me . So t od a y I am
joining the ranks of those who say this is such a terrible crime
that we' re dealing with, and we cannot across the board with one
b il l de a l wi t h a l l a s pe c t s of i t i n t he wa y w e w o u l d l i k e , we
c an deal with this. With the way the law is structured and t h e
w ay prosecutions are conducted, this is not a crime o f
inadvertence or happenstance. It i s not where yo u hap pen to
p ass your eye s acr oss something and that's the end of it. A s
the old people used to say in the church in which I was reared,
a nd I can ' t t hi nk of m any worthwhile t h i ng s a t t h i s l at e d a t e
with the wisdom I have now that I did not have then as a c h ild,

1695


