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either have some confidence in the judiciary or you do not. And
I suspect that as we have a graduation in the number of offenses
o r t he c r i mi n a l r eco r d o f t he i ndi v i d u a l f oc u sed e n t i r e l y u p o n
pornography that the judges are smart enough to graduate the
consequence. LB 46, you cor r ec t l y unde r s t a nd , wi l l do
exac. . . w i l l pr ov i d e e x a c t l y t he a l t er nat i ve t o t h i s i n t he
conInunity corrections area because we w ill start developing
programs which cost less than $22,000 per person per year in
taxpayer expense in order to handle these things appropriately.
But there is no reason not to have th e pen alty th ere, an d I
would suggest t ha t th e present penalty is inadequate. We can
quibble over whether it should be one higher or two higher. It
was the ju dgment of the comm ittee t hat at this time in our
society about this scourge that people want to make a s t atement
a bout , t h a t t h e r e i s n o t h i ng wr o n g wi t h e f f e c t i n g t h i s p e na l t y ,
a nd I w o u ld u r g e t h a t we d o i t . I ' m n o t s ay i ng ev e r y t h i ng i s
p er f e c t l y a l i g n e d b u t t h i s i sn ' t v e r y f a r o u t o f a l i g nm n t a nd
i t ' s a t i l t i n t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i on , i n my op i n i on an d ap p a r e n t l y
i n th e o p i n i o n o f t he Jud i c i a r y C ommit t e e .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Good, thank you. And I would concur. I just
really wanted your perspective because, frankly, as we w o rk
through our situation o ver the next few months in terms of
budget , we ' re g o i n g t o . . . i t ' s go i n g t o t ake a l ot of I am go i ng
to call it conanunication between all committees, not just in
t hi s c ase J u d i c i a r y , i n t r y i ng t o a l i gn s o me o f t he t h i n gs t hat
we are spending money in our budget versus what is correct in
the broad picture. And I see increased...

SPEAKER BRONM: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...conlnunications as one way of doing it. I
d idn' t r ea l l y s t a r t out want i ng t o go t he r e a s I s t ar t ed o u t
this conversation, but it does highlight, I think, the area that
a lot of these things do cost money. And I think we need to put
those...all these areas into perspective. Once again, I support
this bill, but it does...you do have to realize in the short
term, at least, it may increase our corrections costs, which is
one of the things we' ve done of the last man y year s in good
faith, if you will. But these have built in the cost and I just
want to call tha t att ention t o the body. I am g o ing to be
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