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criminal offense. And then as time passed, that changed and
things got a li ttle more in proportion, for example. So I'm
just suggesting some caution here. S econdly, Senator Mossey,
I 'd as k y ou r r e f l ec t i on a g a i n o n t h i s . I t says . . .

SPEAKER B RONN:
Wehrbein .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Nr . President and members, I wa s go ing to
make some coaanents on the results of increased convictions, and
I am on this bill so I support the bill. Ny concern is perhaps
a little bit along what Senator Beutler has been talking about,
although not directly in the proportionality. Ny con cern is
probably t he i nc r e a s e i n pr i s o n p o p u l a t i o n a s a r esu l t of t h i s ,
and I wonder if Senator Brashear had any comments. I just found
out from fiscal, we don't really have a good database here that
would b e h e l p f u l . I l o o ke d a t t h e f i sc a l n o t e , a nd i t s ay s . . . i t
said here, Department of Corrections Services advises the fiscal
i mpact t o t h e d ep a r t m e n t i s n o t d e t e r mi n a b l e . An d I f i n d t ha t a
l i t t l e unf or t un a t e , but t hen I f i nd out t hat we h a v e a g o o d
r ecord of arrests through police departments across the sta te .
We have a pretty good record in the conv...in the corrections
but w e d o n ' t h av e a s t a t e wi d e d a t a b a se t h r ou g h t h e d i st r i c t
court system, if you will. A nd I don't know whether Senator
Brashear would have any comnents on this. It would look t o me
t hat , even t ho ug h I su p p or t t hi s , i t l ooks l i ke t o m e w e r e a l l y
d on't have a good handle. But it has to probably i ncrease o u r
correctional system load if we make a class...if we use a prison
sentence here. Kerm i t, Senator Brashear, would you have any
comments o n t h a t 9

SPEAKER BRONN: Se n a t o r Br a sh e a r .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Ye s , Mr . Spe a k e r . Th a nk y o u , Se n a t o r
Wehrbein. I ap preciate the opportunity. All of the stars may
not be p e r f e c t l y a l i gn e d , b u t pe r f e c t i s som e t i mes t h e e nemy o f
good. And I'm not concerned about being able to put a greater
penalty on people who possess child pornography and we' ll get
everything e lse straightened out as we go. And you correctly
m ake r e f e r e n c e . . . f i r s t o f a l l , t h e r e a r e n o ma nd a t o r y mi n i mu m s
here . So t h e mi n i mum i s no f i n e a n d n o i mp r i so n ment . Yo u

Time. T hank you, Senator Beutler. S enator
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