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FLOOR DEBATE

Februar y 2 6 , 2 0 0 3 LB 1 11

SENATOR HARTNETT: Ok a y . Th an k y o u .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you. N ext speaker is Senator Brashear.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Mr . Speaker, m embers o f the body, I just
wanted to briefly rise in support of S e nator M os sey's LB 111.
This, w h i l e I und e r s t an d t h a t i t mi g h t be g o o d i f we d i d a t ot a l
rewrite of all our c riminal law, we can all only do so many
th i ng s s o f a s t a n d we o n l y h av e t i me fo r i t , I d on ' t t h i nk t h a t
possession of child pornography is something that we need to
countenance or worry about being too punitive with regard to. I
part i c u l a r l y l i ke t he f ac t , as w e t r y n ot t o l ock eve ry b od y i n
the world up in our prisons at our taxpayers' expense, that we
could f i n e s o mebody $10 ,000 , wh i c h m i gh t make i t hur t and st i ck ,
as opposed to $1,000, which is much less than it was in 1985 and
' 88, when t h i s b o d y l a s t l ook e d a t t he s e i s s u es. I under s t an d
and su p p o r t Se n a t o r Be u t l e r ' s co n c e r n t h a t we o ug ht t o h a ve a l l
t hese t h i n gs r e l a t i v e a n d p r op o r t i o n a l a nd so o n , a n d I t h i n k we
can get there sometime, but that isn't any rea son n ot to do
anyth i n g t o da y an d t o s i t o n wh a t we l a s t d i d i n ' 85 an d ' 8 8 .
And I u r g e t he a d op t i o n o f Sen a t o r Mo s s e y ' s LB i l l . A f t e r a l l ,
I think m a ybe it ' s his first bill. He brou ght it to the
Judi c i a r y C o mmi t te e . I t came ou t u na n i m o u s l y b y t h o se p r es e n t .
I think it's good law. L et's pass it.

S PEAKER BROMM : Thank y ou , Senator Brashear . Senato r Beutler .

SENATOR BEUTLER: M r . Speaker, members of the Legislature, the
statute that we' re currently changing we are changing, we would
change, to a Clas s IV felony, an d not withstanding Senator
Brashea r ' s su g g e s t i on t h a t a $ 10 , 00 0 f i ne wo u l d b e t h e o n l y
consequence, we went through a period of time in the last 20
years where we started hiking up the penalties on almost every
type of crime. And during that 20 years, from time to time, it
b ecame f a s h i o n a b l e t o f o cu s on on e p a r t i cu l a r k i nd o f p r o b l em
and hike the penalties up on that. Then, a few years later, it
would be another type of crime and we'd hike the penalties up.
And then w e got to the position that Senator Brashear has been
grieving about r ecently, t hat o ur pri sons a re ove rflowing.
We' ve c o ncentrated on hik ing up pena lt ies in stead of
r ehab i l i t a t i on a n d c o mmun i t y i n vo l v em e nt , t r y i n g t o r e h ab i l i t a t e
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