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SENATOR MOSSEY: Thank you , Mr . Speaker. Member s of the
Legislature, currently, the possession of child pornography is
defined as: it shall be unlawful for a pe rson to k nowingly
possess any visual depictive (sic) of sexual (sic) explicit
c onduct, as defined in Section 28-1463.02, which has a minor a s
one of its participants or portrayed observers. Any person who
violates this section shall be guilty of what is currently a
Class I I m is d emeanor , w h i c h i s pun i s h a b l e b y u p t o s i x m o n t h s i n
jail and a $1,000 fine or both, and I propose changing it to a
Class I V f e l o n y , wh i ch i s p u n i sh ab l e by . . . f r o m an y t h i n g f r o m
probation to up to five years in prison, a $10,000 fine, or
both . A nd s i n c e a n e mergency ex i s t s , t h i s ac t t ake ef f e ct when
passed according to law. The reason for this bill is currently
there are 30 o ther states that have possession of child
pornography as a felony. Acco rding to the U nited States
Customs, there are at least 100,000 child pornography web sites
in operation, and it's a gro wing industry and t here's a
correlation betwe en peopl e tha t are posse ss ing ch ild
pornography, molestation of children, and the child pornography
web sites. I f you' re possessing child pornography, you' re
contributing t o th ese child pornography web sites, thus,
contributing to a child that's becoming a victim. Children are
our most innocent victims in society, and for them to be preyed
upon by chi l d mo l est er s . . . t he ch i l d por n i ndust r y i s j us t
disgusting. I' ve had to investigate cases like that and to go
into someone's house whose child has just been sexually
assaulted is tough to do. I want to share some of the testimony
t hat we had i n Judi c i ar y Commi t t e e t h a t sh ows a c o r r e l at i on
between people that are possessing child pornography an d tho se
that will ac tually c ommit the act of then molesting children.
The testimony wa s g iven by Lieu tenant D oug Cho nis, who' s
t he. . . i n cha r ge of t he O maha Po l i c e Depar t ment Yout h S e r v i c e s ,
which investigates crimes against children. In this one c ase,
they ar r e st an i nd i v i du a l f or po s s e s s i o n o f chi l d po r n o g r aphy
who had sexually assaulted his grandson. In his possession were
over 30 pi ct ur es of what woul d be cons i der ed har d - co re
p ornography , wi t h t he ex cept i on t ha t t h i s i nvol v e d c h i l dr e n.
One picture involved a child who appeared to be under five years
o f ag e t ha t wa s w ea r i ng a d og co l l a r . An a du l t ma l e wa s
observed in t he p i c t ur e va g i n a l l y pen e t r a t i n g t h i s f i ve - ye a r - o l d
girl. You coul d see from the expression on her face that she
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