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were b e a t e n u p f o r n o t h i n g . I me a n , t e r r i b l y be a t e n . An d I
have never been able to w atch somebody physically assaulted
without it bothering me. When I was Lothrop G rade Sc hool, it
was mainly white kids, I would take up for white kids. I didn' t
want to see anybody gang or beaten by somebody who obviously was
superior to that person physically. S o those things always
bothered me. As years rocked on, I saw w here people o f that
p ersuasion we r e t ar get e d by pol i ce o f f i cer s , and a t t acke d
because t hey were homosexual . The re w e r e g r o u p s . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . . . t h a t wo u l d t a k e t h e se p e o p l e o u t , b e a t
them mercilessly, then kill them. N ot for anything they did.
The killers didn't even know them . But because th e y wer e
h omosexual . An d I be c a m e a w ar e t h a t s om e th i n g t e r r i b l e i s wr o ng
i n t hi s cou n t r y . And so mebody needs t o s a y s o meth ing a b ou t i t .
Somebody needs to do something about. And I know I cannot solve
t hat p r o b l e m. Bu t t h e r e wa s a s on g t h e y u s ed t o s i ng i n t h e
c hurc h I wen t t o . I t sa i d , b r i g h t e n t h e co r ne r wh e r e y o u a r e .
And i f e v e r yb o d y wou l d l i g h t on e l i t t l e c a nd l e i n s t e a d o f
cursing the darkness, then we would begin to make some progress.
And t ha t ' s a l l t h a t I ' m t r y i n g t o d o . Wa s t h a t my t h i r d t i me ,
Mr. Pr e s i d e n t ?

SENATOR CUDABACK: T ha t was , Se n a t o r .

SEt KTOR CHAMBERS: A l l r i g h t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: You' re recognized to close on your n.ition to
return if you care to.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you . Mem bers of the Legislature, I
will not leave this issue alone. It i s like an itch that I
cannot scratch. I cannot make it go away. And I do not want it
t o g o a w ay . I wou l d n o t be t he k i nd of m a n , I wou l d n o t be t he
k ind o f p er s on t ha t I wa n t t o b e co m e i f I wou l d n o t d o a l l I c a n
as a legislator to do a way w i t h the discrimination i n th is
societ y aga i n s t anyb o dy. Ther e ar e some o f t he Cat ho l i c
persuasion who are very much opposed to what I'm doing. But
see, not too many years ago, Catholics were discriminated

1651


