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t he floor has been here or was here when in the p as t I ta lk ed
a bout t h e a t t i t ud e s I h ad t o wa r d g ay p e o p l e wh e n I wa s g r o wi ng
up. 'Gay was not a word that was used. ' Lesb i a n ' w as no t a
word that w a s familiar to us when I was growing up. They were
cal l e d t h e f - wo r d s : a f r u i t , a f a i r y , f u n ny , o r a f ag g o t . An d
not one o f tho se words was designed to be anything other than
the max in delivering an .nsult, a put-down, debasement. I was
reared i n a f u nd a men t a l i s t h o l i ne ss c hu r c h , whe r e t h e y p r o f e s se d
to believe e v ery word of the Bible as it appeared. Ev en where
there were contradictions, t hey be lieved bo th sides of the
contradiction, because t hey ha d to . And w hat made me really
d oubt them was when they said that nobody w ould be in heave n
e xcep t t he p e o p l e i n t h a t l i t t l e ch u r c h b u i l d i n g wh e r e w e w er e
meeti ng . An d a t ot he r t i me s , t h ey t a l ke d ab o u t t ha t v a s t ,
o vera r c h i n g s ky , wi t h mi l l i o n s o f s t a r s . Th e y d i d n ' t kn o w t h e r e
were billions. They didn't know there may have been thousands
o f g a l a x i e s But wi t h t h e i r l i mi t e d un d e r s t a n d i ng an d
k nowledge , a l l t h o se b i l l i o n s o f s t a r s , he a v e n w a s u p t h e r e
someplace. And the sky was farther than I could see. A nd it
seemed l i ke Go d , i f Go d w as a s sm a rt a s t he y s a i d G od w a s, wo u l d
n ot ne e d a l l o f t h a t sp a ce f o r t h e f e w l i t t l e p eo p l e i n t h i s
chu'c h b ui l d i ng whe r e I wa s a t t e nd i n g . So I d idn ' t b e l i ev e
t hat . Esp e c i a l l y wh en t h e r e we r e pe o p l e i n t h a t b u i l d i n g wh o m I
didn't believe w ere going to make it to heaven either. So I
b egan t o q u e s t i o n o t he r t h i n g s t ha t t he y s a i d . As a who l e , ma n y
black people are very narrow-minded when it comes to gay men and
l esb i a n w o men . And I sh a r e d i n t h a t . I n e v e r d i d a ny t h i ng
h armfu l t o t h e m, be c a u se t o b e f r a n k , wh e n I wa s yo u n g e r , I
didn't even really know what those terms meant. I d i d n ' t k n ow
what being a homosexual meant. But I knew whatever it meant, it
was not good, and anybody who was that was not going to heaven.
But there were people in that church where I attended w ho were
not homosexual, and in my mind, they were not going to heaven
e ither, so homosexuals were no worse than th e peo ple in this
church, and some of them were probably better than these people.
So I h a d a l o t g o i ng t h r ou g h m y m in d . An d I wa s t h i nk i n g a b ou t
th i ng s e v e n w h e n I wa s yo un g e r . Di dn ' t a l wa y s a r r i v e a t t h e
right conclusion. Sometimes couldn't arrive at a conclusion at
a l l . As I g o t o l de r a n d b e c a m e mo r e a wa r e o f wha t a c t u a l l y
happens to peo ple w h o are homosexual or deemed homosexual, my
a t t i t u de b e g a n t o c h an g e . I wo u l d b e a wa r e t h a t t h e se p e o p l e
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