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bel i eve i n i t , and I don ' t car e w ha t y o u o r an y b ody e l s e s a y s , I
wil l d i e wi t h t h a t b e l i e f . We l l , Ge o r g e W a ll a ce w a s o ne o f
those who said, segregation today, se gregation tomorrow,
segregation forever. The n he got shot. And he changed. And
a l l o f a sud d en , i f we ar e t o be l i ev e t h i s man who had a
traumatic, life-threatening experience, h e bega n to see the
world f r o m a d i f f e r e n t pe r s p e c t i v e . I t wasn ' t go o d t o m ee t h i s
maker with decades o f hatred a nd hat eful co nduct on h is
conscience. It wasn't good, if there was a Saint Peter keeping
a gate someplace, to go up there and have a book open, and day
after day, week after week, month after month, year after year,
recite to him every wicked deed he did against people simply
because of their race, in order to advance his political career.
He changed. I would like to believe that since human beings
have the ability to think, human beings are possessed of
i nte l l i g e n ce , w h e t he r t h e y u s e i t or no t , su f f i c i ent t o ana l y ze
a p r o b l e m f a c i n g t h i s soc i e t y , ar r i ve at t he con c l u s i o n t h a t no
member o r g r o u p i n t h i s so c i e t y s ho u l d be s e t a s i d e f o r
s hunni ng , v i o l en t mi s t r e a t m e n t , a n d d i sc r i mi n a t i o n ; ha v i ng
a rr i v e d a t t h a t co n c l u s i on , g o a st ep f u r t he r a n d m a k e t h e v ow
t o himself or he rself that in the pres ence of thos e
circumstances, any tool he or she possessed t o erad icate t h at
condition would b e used for that purpose, so that our brothers
a nd s i s t e r s w ho ha v e b e e n p u s h e d b e l o w t h a t l e v e l , t h a t l e v e l
below wh i c h we sh o u l d a l l ow n ob o d y t o f a l l , wi l l b e r a i se d t o a
posi t i o n . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...where they are accorded decency, respect,
and ordinary treatment that one human being who is decent ought
to accord to another. I am not going to be any the less if we
stop discriminating against these people. Nothing is taken from
me. But something is added to all of us. We will have expanded
t he r e a ch o f t h e h uma n f ami l y i n t h i s s t a t e b y i n c l u d i ng
everybody who i s a h u man be i ng . And t ha t ' s a l l t ha t I ' m t r y i ng
t o d o .

SENATOR CUDABACK: You may continue, Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Tha nk you, Mr. President. Not everybody on
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