
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

Februar y 2 5, 2 00 3 L B 2 16

time and every succeeding time. Judge, avenge me of mi ne
adversary. And not b ecause he feared God, not because he
regarded man, but to save himself from this ongoing, persistent
requesting by this woman, he acceded to her request and avenged
her of her adversary. When I bring my rider, I know that the
Legislature as a whole may be very unsympathetic. Some in the
Legislature may be even hostile to what I'm trying to do, which
i s t o pr oh i b i t d i sc r i m in a t i o n i n emp l o y ment b a sed on s e x ua l
orientation. But do you think that, being a man with ego, a man
with a profound sense of self-respect an d se l f-confidence, I
wil l l e t i t be s a i d t h a t I wa s o u t d o n e by a p o o r o l d wi d ow w o man
who had nobody in the world to turn to but nevertheless was
willing to face up to and ultimately face down an unjust judge
f eared by ever yb od y i n t he l an d? No , I wi l l not l e t t hat be
said. That poor old widow woman is m y exa mple . She is my
i nspi r a t i o n. And i f men wer e n ot so ch a u v i n i st i c , w e c o u l d
learn many things from women, and we would be the better for it,
just as this society would be the better for it if it wo uld
learn to cease discriminating against people. I think a
Nebraska policy which exists now in statute is the right one,
and a good one. That policy declares it is this state's policy
to ensure that every person who is e mployable be given the
opportunity to procure employment without unjust discrimination.
And when you are going to discriminate against somebody in the
area of employment because of their sexual orientation or what
you perceive to be their sexual orientation or because of what
you were t o l d i s t he i r sex u a l o r i en t a t i o n , t hat i s wr o n g , a n d i t
needs to be eradicated. And while I'm in this...

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . ..Legislature, that is what I intend to d o .
Now, many people in this body profess to be Christians. For you
all's information, Jesus did not achieve everything he set out
to do. He came to seek and to save those who were l o st. A nd
there probably, per capita, are more lost individuals on the
f l oo r o f t h i s Leg i s l at u r e t h a n an y o t h e r g a t h e r i n g any w her e i n
t he wo r l d , i n c l u d i n g t h e pe n i t e n t i a r y , b e ca u s e t h ey ' v e g ot a l o t
o f C h ri s t i a n s i n pr i so n. And b a se d o n t h e at t i t ud e s o f so me o f
them, that's w here they belong . Tha t ought to be the
qual i f i cat i on t o ent er p r i so n. You ' v e g o t t o be a Chr i s t i an .
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