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portfolio, and to invest in more renewable energy projects. Now
is n ot t he t i me t o c ut of f our o pt i on s i n t er ms o f exp l o r a t o r y
f unding . I ' l l g i ve a l i t t l e b i t of i nf o rma t i o n aho ut t he
steering cceanittee itself. It was established without funding,
i n i t i a l l y . An d t h i s b i l l do e s no t p r ov i d e an y f u n d i ng . Yo u ' l l
notice the fis cal note is zero. There is no funding that was
originally provided, and there currently will be no additional
f unding . Howeve r , t he co mmi t t e e a s i t has w o r k e d ha s a p p l i e d
f or a n d d i d r e c e i v e t wo g r a n t s , on e t o he l p t o de a l wi t h t h e
administrative costs, and the other one will be able to do some
assessment, and that will be $30,000 that will start the process
for the development of a Nebraska bioenergy road map, which
could l e a d t o s i gni f i ca n t n e w f u n d i n g f o r t he s e a c t i v i t i es . The
bill was advanced from ccemittee on a vote of eight yeses and
no noes. The re were proponents, myself and the Nebraska
Municipal Power Pool, a member of whom does sit on the Biopower
Steering Committee. There were no opponents, and there was no
neutral testimony. It has a makeup of appointed members that
serve on it, and currently they have been serving as volunteers
and not even reimbursed for any of their expenses. We would
continue that. We would not be paying any expenses. This would
j ust a l l o w t h e m t o s e e i f t hey c a n d o s ome t h i n g s i n t he r u r a l
community t o he l p t o pr ov i de f or so me oppor t u n i t i es i n r u r a l
Nebraska. With that, I conclude my opening and would encourage
advancement of the bill. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Preister. You' ve heard
the opening on advancement of LB 692. O pen for discussion on
that motion. Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR : Thank y ou , Mr . President and members of the
body. I just stand in support of Senator Preister's bill. I
think this does give an opportunity by extending this committee
for two more years to have an opportunity to explore further
ventures in this area. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. Further discussion
on the advancement of LB 6 92, of fered b y Senator Preister?
Seeing no lights on, Senator Preister, did you w ish to clo s e?
He waives the opportunity to close on advancement. The question
b efore the body is, shall LB 692 advance to E 6 R Initial? A l l
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