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SENATOR STUTHNAN: So t h i s . . . i f t he r e wo u l d b e a v a l ue p u t on
the property that is exempt at the present time, say that could
be $10 m i l l i on i n a count y , th a t wou l d ne v e r be e nt e r e d i nt o t he
f ormula o f t he s ch o o l a i d pur p o s e s ?

SENATOR REDFIELD: That's correct. It would not.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Okay, thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sena tor Stu thman.
Redfie l d .

SENATOR REDFIELD: I just w anted to respond to some of the
questions. And I can understand everyone's concern, because
probably you' re asking yourself, well, is this the first step to
t axing t he s e ent i t i e s? No , I don ' t t hi nk i t i s . Beca use I
don't think that a farmer could apply for a tax exemption right
now j u s t b e cause he ' s a f ar mer . I t hi nk h e ' d l i ke t o . I t hi nk
he wishes he could, because with the drought he's not making any
money. But the reality is that the assessor's job right now in
the counties is very difficult. It's very difficult for them to
appraise a conmercial property, because they don't in fact know
whether t h e r e ' s g o ing t o b e a buy e r f or t hat fa ct or y . I f t he
factory closes down and th ere's no one coming in, what's the
value? What's the real value? U n l ess you can f ind s omebody
that do e s a ver y si m i l a r t y p e o f i n d u st ry , t h a t b u il d i n g might
actually be worthless. And yet we do aak our assessors to g o
out and calculate a value for those properties, because they are
on the t ax rolls. So what ' s different about this'? W e l l,
they' re not o n t h e t a x r ol l s . S o I wasn' t as conc e r ned ab o ut
being e x ac t abo u t t hi s va l ue . I j ust t hough t i t was a
reasonable r equest f r o m a c o u n ty o f f i c i a l t o hav e a n es t i ma te o f
what it might be. The cceanittee said, if we' re going to do it,
let's get actual value, and then we re a l l y wi l l be ab l e t o
compare apples t o a p p les i f , i n f act , i t does chang e f r om
tax-exempt t o tax status because of a sal e or because of a
purpose. A n d s o t h a t ' s f i n e. I was w i l l i n g t o s u pport i t . The
r est o f t he bo d y d i d s u p p or t t ha t ar n e , ament . So i f t ha t ' s t he
way e v e r y on e i s comf or t ab l e , th a t ' s f i ne t oo . Th i s i s a n
informat i o n l i ne . Th i s i s no t t ax ab l e v a l ua t i on t ha t wou l d ev e r
be held against a county, as far as their school aid formula or
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