
TRANSCRI PT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L EG ISI PTURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

Februar y 2 4 , 2 00 3 L B 6 8 9

going to do it, then we p rob ably ou ght to look at public
p roperty along with nonprofits. A long w ith chu rches an d
colleges and the like, we ought to go ahead and put our property
on My a mendment calls for public property to be assessed also.
We had testimony in the committee that some counties, think it
was Hamilton C ounty i n particular, is doing this on private's
and public property. I think that's probably a good goal. I do
not know if it is the time right now to c a use mor e costs fo r
local government to get information that there isn't a specific
u se f o r . I f some p r o p e r t y i s n o t wo r t h y o f t a x - e xe mp t s t a t u s ,
t hen we o ug h t t o t a k e i t o f f t he t ax - e xe mp t r o l l s . We ou g h t t o
have tax on this property. If it is tax-exempt, there's really
not a r e a so n f o r t h a t c hu r ch o r t ha t c o l l eg e o r t h a t n o np r o f i t
organization, or state buildings, to be assessed. But if you' re
going to assess them, I think that you ought to assess them all.
With that, I'd like to pull this amendment.

SENATOR CUDABACK: It is withdrawn. Back to discussion o f the
comnittee amendments to LB 689. O pen for discussion. Senator
Engel .

SENATOR ENGEL: Mr . President, members of the body, in listening
to Senator Connealy, I agree with him. And I understand, he got
the message across, and still pulled that amendment. Bu t the
onl y t h i ng t h at I ' m l o o k i n g a t h e r e i s i f . . I think this is a
waste of taxpayers' and everybody else's money. I real l y do .
I f y ou ' r e g o i n g t o . . . i f t he s e p r op e r t i e s a r e no t
tax-exempt...and they should be checked e very . .on a p e r i o d i c
b asis, as Sen ator La ndis said . . . the n t a k e t h em o f f t he t a x
r olls, and then have them appraised at t hat time , which the y
would be any how. I think more of the effort should be on
deciding what properties ar e tax -exempt, r ather t han go ing
through this whole process prematurely. What difference does it
make what they' re worth, if they' re not. . if they' re tax-exempt?
That's the only thing I have to say. T hank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Engel. Senator Brashear,
on the committee amendments to LB 689.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Mr . President, members of the body, I rise in
support of the Connealy amendment. (Laugh) Where is it? It ' s
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