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mil l i o n s o f dol l ar s i n t ax i nce n t i v e s t o c r ea t e j o b s i n w h i c h t o
defend the workers, themselves, we have to create a special
state program. This is where the left hand should know what the
r ight h and i s do i n g , a n d w e ac t as i f we do n ' t . We do h a v e s o me
measures over in the Revenue Committee that in fact speak to
t hi s i ssu e . I don ' t know whe t he r t he y ' l l co me ou t o r no t . I
wil l t e l l y o u t h i s . Th e ex i s t e n c e o f LB 4 1 8 , t h e e x i st e n ce o f
worker bills o f right emanating from a si ecific industry that
has abused its workers, seems t o me exac tly t he p rima facie
evidence t h at s ay s t ax i n ce n t i v e s sh ou l d n o t b e g i v e n t o s u ch a n
i ndus t r y t ha t c an ' t me e t t he b a s i c s t a nd a r d s o f g o o d c o r po r a t e
c i t i ze n s h i p , wh i c h I t h i n k a r e f a i l i ng i n t h i s a r e a . Th an k y o u .

SENATOR JANSSEN T ha nk you, Senator Landis. Mr . Clerk.

ASSISTANT CLERK: Mr . Presi dent, I do h ave a me ndments from the
Business and Labor Committee. This is AM0224.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Senator Vrtiska, Chairman of the Business and
L abor Commi t t e e , t o o pe n o n t h e c om m i t t e e a m e ndment s .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Tha nk you, Senator J anssen. Busin ess and
Labor Committee h eard LB 418 and LB 308 jointly on February 3.
LB 418 simply proposed eliminating th e 2004 te rmination da te
attached to the statute cr eating the position of Meatpacking
Industry Worker Rights Coordinator. It was introduced a s pa rt
of the Governor's budget package as a cost savings by combining
t he t w o p os i t i o n s i n t h e Dep a r t m en t o f L ab o r . Th e mea t p a c k i n g
and the coo rdinator and the po sitio n under the
Non-English-Speaking Workers R ights Pr otection A ct. Under
LB 418, the department has said the change would be done
administratively. LB 308 proposes that this action b e put in
s ta t u t e . B y com b ining the stat utes tha t created th e
Non-English-Speaking Workers Protection Act and the M e wtpacking
I ndus t r y Wo r k e r Ri g h t s Co o r d i na t o r a n d d e l e t i n g t he t e r mi n a t i o n
date of June 30, 2004, we can ass ure t he p rotection o f the
f unc t i o n s p e r f o r m e d t h r ou g h t h e se p o s i t i o n s f r om p o s s i b l e b u dg e t
cuts . We h a ve l ea r n ed t he W o r k e r Ri g h t s Co o r d i n a t o r po s i t i o n
t hat w a s c r e a t e d i n r e sp o ns e t o p ub l i c c o n ce r n ab ou t t h e
treatment o f so me workers in our meatpacking plants has done a
g reat deal of work for the employers an d employees of tho se
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