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meatpacking industry needs to uphold. The Governor endorsed
those B i l l o f Ri gh t s a n d c al l e d fo r o f on l y vol unt a r y co m pl i a n c e
with the industry. There is no enforcement or mechanism and not
a l l com pan ie s we re a c tu a l l y l i v i ng u p t o t ho s e B i l l of Ri ght s .
That's why a group of senators, including Senator Chambers and
Senator Beutler and Senator Janssen, worked together to put this
p rov i s i o n i n l a w . And s i n ce t he n , i t ' s b e e n r e p o r t e d t h a t J o se
Santos, and the Workers Rights Coordinator has done an excellent
j ob a t t ha t . We p r opo s e me r g i n g t he t wo s t at u t es t oget h e r
simply because there is no current official administrator of the
Non-English-Speaking Workers Protection Act, and the duties
required on that position have been performed by Jose Santos and
the Workers Rights Coordinator. I hope that you support the
b i l l a n d t h e am e n dment t h a t t h e co m m i tt ee i s p r op o s i n g .

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Connealy. You' ve heard the
opening. Those wishing to speak on the bill, Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: Nr . Speaker, members of the Legislature, I rise
to support the amendment and the bill. The occasion of this
bill implicates, I think, the issue of our tax i ncentive
p rograms i n t hi s s t at e . We have t r ea t e d a l l bus i n e s ses a l i ke
with r e sp e c t t o t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y t o t ax i n c en t i v e s , wi t h some
exceptions. We have said you can't be in the retail business
and get our tax incentives, but if you' re in the manufacturing
and distribution and a nu mber of other areas, you c~n. I' ll
tell you, h i story tells m e that thos e meatp ackers w ith
ki l l - f l o or oper at i o ns have a hi s t o ry of abu s i n g t he i r w or k e r s ,
so much so that we had to create this program. The re i s a
r ela t i v e l y wi des p r ead h i s t o r y o f env i r o n menta l d e g r a da t i o n . We
are suing several of the meatpacking companies for environmental
degradation. There are a number of the meatpacking kill-floor
o perat i on s t h a t ha v e I N S p r o b l e ms . And I ' v e g o t t o t e l l you , m y
conclusion is this is no t the k ind of job and the kind of
corporate citizens that we should be i ncenting. O ne of my
conclusions is when you have to pass a special workers bill of
r ight s f o r a par t i cu l ar i ndu st r y t o have t hem t r eat t he i r
workers in a humane way, we shouldn't ignore that when it comes
t ime t o h a nd o u t mi l l i on s an d mi l l i o n s o f do l l a r s i n t a x
incentives. S eems to me that this industry has lost the right,
from my perspective, to come to the p ublic trough and get
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