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M eatpacking Industry Worker R ights Co ordinator p o sition a n d
continue the p rogram beyond t he cur rent su nset date o f
J une 3 0 , ' 04 . As sumi n g t h a t t h e b i l l wou l d p a s s o r t h e
committee amendment v e rsion, the functions of the Meatpacking
I ndus t r y Wo r ke r Ri gh t s Co o r d i n a t o r p o s i t i on wou l d b e
consol i d a te d wi t h t he ex i s t i ng non- E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g p r o g r am,
workers' program, for the fiscal years of ' 03-04 , and ' 04-05 .
This would ac hieve some General Fund expenditure reductions of
about $51,500. Presently, t here's c o nsiderable amount o f
o ver l a p be t we en t h e co n s t i t u e n c i e s b e ne f i t ed b y t h e se t wo
p rograms an d w e b e l i e v e t h a t t h r ou g h t h i s me r g e r t h e Ge n e r a l
Fund b u d g et r e d u c t i o n s co u l d b e a ch i ev e d wh i l e co n t i nu i n g t o
p rovide the necessary quality of service to the workers that w e
feel a re bene fited by these p ro grams. I think Sena tor
Connealy's approach i s to rathe r th a n leave it up to an
administrative consolidation, as the Governor's bill does, is tc
actually place th is in statute. A nd I will let him share the
i n t r o d u c t i o n a nd e xp l a i n h i s p r o v i s i o n s a n d h e h a s do n e a
c onsi d e r a b l e amo u nt o f wo r k on t h i s . An d so , i f p o s s i b l e ,
Mr. P r e s i de n t , I wou l d y i e l d t h e r e s t o f t he o pe n i ng t o Se n a t o r
C onneal y .

SENATOR JANSSEN: Se n a t o r Con n e a l y .

SENATOR CONNEALY: Thank you , M r . President, and thank you,
Senator Bromm. Y ou' ve covered the beginning. I w an t to g ive
you a little background. The Legislature in 2000 passed a bill,
LB 1363, a bill that I intr oduced t hat created the Workers
Rights Co o r d i n a t o r p o s i t i o n a nd a s s i g n e d du t i e s . T he b i l l wa s a
response to public concerns about the treatment of some w orkers
in our state's meatpacking plants. It was during that time that
n ewspapers w e r e p u b l i sh i n g s t o r i e s o n me a t p a c k i n g p l a n t s a nd t he
dangerous conditions t hat we re in those plants. We looked at
how the employees were b e ing tr eated . What was even more
disturbing wa s the imp l ication t hat certain workers, namely,
non-English speaking immigrant workers, were being treated in a
harsh and inhumane fashion. So there was positive action taken
b y t h e G o v e r n o r a n d b y ou r st at e b y t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t he
Nebrask a Me a t pa c k i n g I nd u s t r y W o rke r s B i l l o f Ri g h t s . Th e B i l l
o f R i g h t s , wh i ch c a n b e f o u nd i n t he b i l l a nd a l so i n p ag e 5 o f
the amendment, c ontains t hose ba sic workers rights that the

1500


