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that they are busy with. They don't really want to mess around
with these ki nds of fraud cases, but it's i he o n l y a l t e r na t i v e
right now to pursue fraud in cases involving ADC and child care
subsidies. This bill would allow all three kinds of allegations
t o b e p u r su e d i n o ne ad m in i s t r a t i v e h e a r i ng . Wha t I ' m t o l d i s ,
in many cases, a violator in the area of food stamps quite often
is also committing fraud in ADC or in c h ild care. T he sam e
e videnc e i s p r o du ce d i n t h e d i f f e r e n t p r o c ee d i n gs f o r t h e
d i f f e r e n t a l l eg a t i o n s . Th i s wo u l d s t r e am l i n e t h e p r o c e ss , a n d
i n t h e c a se o f ADC an d ch i l d c a r e , de c r i mi n a l i ze i t , wh i ch I
think everyone agrees would probably be a good idea. N ow ther e
is a neg ligible positive fiscal impact, but let me assure you,
t hi s i s n o t a mo n e y sa v i ng b i l l , t h a t ' s no t t h e mo t i v a t i o n f o r
b r i n g i n g t h i s b i l l . An d l e t me b e v e r y c l e a r a b ou t t h i s . I
don't want anyone who qualifies for these programs to be bullied
out of these programs. And I' ve been assured t hat tha t's not
the case here, that's not the motivation. Now I do want to make
it easier to get the cheaters out of the system because I don' t
want p e o p l e w h o l eg i t i ma t e l y q u a l i f y f o r t he se p r og r a m s t o b e
shut out o f them bec ause th ere a r e others already using up
resources who are doing it fraudulently. Those are the r easons
t ha t I b r o ug h t t h e b i l l . I t h i nk we h a v e a f e w p o s s i b l e
amendments to discuss, but that finishes my opening. Thank you,
Mr. P r e s i de n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Maxwell. Mr . C l erk, a re
there amendments~

CLERK: There are, Mr. President. F irst amendment is by Senator
Beutler, AM0500. (Legislative Journal page 607.)

SENATOR CUDABACK : Senator Beutler, to open on A M 0 500 to LB 2 3 4 .

SENATOR BEUTLER: S enator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
t he b i l l do e s p r o v i d e f o r a di sq u a li f i cat i on h e a r i n g f o r cer t a i n
types of intentional violations of the programs, and this i s a
g ood b i l l . Ob v i o u s l y , t h e r e sh ou l d b e su ch a n a dm i n i s t r a t i v e
proceeding. W hen you find that somebody has, in f act, been
d eter m i ne d t o h av e i n t e n t i on a l l y v i o l a t e d t h e p r og r a m , t he n i t
says you can d i s q u a l i f y t he m f r o m ge t t i n g b e n e f i t s , a n d i t says
the disqualification period shall be for a first violation one

1484


