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what's being argued. The whole matter, t o m e, i s h av i n g a
regional, comprehensive look at what we' re trying to do in terms
of the im age o f the state, and protecting the byways and the
state highways from those sorts of e n terprises t hat d is tract,
frankly, from th image. A n d junkyards are certainly one thing
t ha t e ve r y b o d y wou l d a g r e e ou g h t t o b e r e g u l a t e d . Sho u l d t he y
be regulated by the counties? Y es . A n d some do. A bunch o f
t hem d o n ' t . Some c a n ' t . Bu t t o t he ex t e n t t h a t t h ey wa nt t o
regulate in this area, they can do so . They can make more
stringent regulations than the Department of Highways, because
they have more power in this area. The H ighway De partment i s
l i m i t e d t o t h e s t a t u t o r y au t h o r i t y t h a t we g i v e t h em. Bu t i f
t he r e a s o n f o r t h i s b i l l i s t ha t t h e Hi g hw a y D e p a r t m en t i s no t
act i n g v i g o r o u s l y e n ou g h , t he a n s we r i s no t t o c u t ou t t h a t
jurisdiction and leave it to a n a ssortment o f ju risdictions,
some o f wh i c h d o n ' t e ve n h av e t h e au t ho r i t y t o d e a l wi t h i t .
T he answer is to encourage the counties to act, but also to g e t
t he Depa r t men t o f Roa d s t o d o wh at t h ey ' r e su pp o s e d t o b e do i ng .
And b e l i ev e m e, I ' v e b e e n n o w a c q u a i n t e d wi t h wh at i s p e r ce i ve d
t o b e a p r ob l e m. And Se n a t o r Ba k e r , I ' d b e g l a d t o pe r s on a l l y
see t h a t t h i s g e t s e n f o r c e d , a nd f o l l ow a l o n g an d s ee i f t h e
Department o f Roa ds i s f o l l owi n g u p wi t h t h e l a w . So I
appreciate your concern tha t th e junkyards be taken care of.
And I t h i n k we ca n h a n d l e i t b y s i mp l y h a v i n g t h e De p a r t m en t o f
Roads en f o r c e t h e l aw t h a t t he y ha v e . An d ag a i n , I wo u l d
encourage you to insist that the Department of Roads enforce the
l aw . As Ch a i r m a n o f t he T r a n sp o r t a t i o n Co mmi t t e e , y o u o ug h t t o
b e ab l e t o d o t h a t . I n f a c t , I k n ow y ou c a n d o t h a t . So . . . o r
if the Department of Roads i s say ing the y ne e d more sev ere
penalties to en f orce t he law , if that 's t he pro blem, w e
certainly can give them those more severe penalties. But I
t h in k t h e i r i n j u n c t i ve p o we r s a n d t h e p owe r s t h a t t h e y h av e
ought t o b e e n ough t o g e t t he j ob done . So t he mot i on t o
b racke t . . . I me an , h o ne s t l y , i t ' s a mo t i o n I f i l e r a r e l y . Bu t
it's because I simply can't find any way to reconcile in my own
mind what's happening on this particular bill. It's contrary to
our moder n n o t i on s o f r e g i on a l d e ve l op men t a n d g o i n g t og e t h er o n
some t yp e s o f t h i n g s a n d m ak i n g i mp r o v e ment s t ha t a r e h a r d t o
make i f y ou g o at i t f r o m an i nd i v i d u a l c ou n t y p o i n t o f v i ew ,
especially when 16 of the coun ties have no authority to do
anyth i n g , ev e n i f t h e y wa n t e d t o . So wi t h t h a t , I ' l l s t op , a nd
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