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SENATOR BEUTLER: Yes.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you. My concern is...I'm aware of some
of the 1local squabbles going on, some that Senator Baker
mentioned and some that he didn't, and my concern is...I didn't
know there was a court injunction, but my concern is, with the
coming mosquito season, if it does have some rain, and the
West Nile virus, and those kinds of things that we're probably
headed toward, as to who is going to be responsible for cleaning
up some of these eyesores, if you will, across the state, and
not only from that, the eyesore standpoint, but from the health
standpoint. And I am concerned that...I know it's very divisive
at the local level. I'm aware of...I'm not going to go into
details, but I'm aware of one in particular that's become very
divisive in a town. And it pits the town against each other, in
many cases. Local people do not want to step forward. Damaging
to businesses if they take a position, those kinds of things.
My answer 1is then...or, my conclusion is then, it's better to
have a state, in this case Department of Roads, although maybe
they‘'re not fulfilling their duties, but it is, I think,
necessary in many cases to have the state involved in this and
to get away from the local political situation, because it is
very uncomfortable for small towns to take ©positions on this.
It becomes very divisive, and then nothing gets done. And that
is my chief reason at this point to probably support the kill.
I...maybe something hasn't been done, but maybe it should be.
And if I...I wish Senator Jensen was here. I...0oh, there's
Senator Jensen. May I ask Senator Jensen a question, if I have
any time left, Mr. President?

SENATOR CUDABACK: You may. Senator Jensen, would yc. respond?

SENATOR JENSEN: Yes.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I may...Senator Jensen, I may catch you off
guard, but are you updated on the potential problems with
West Nile virus this summer and the mosquito population, as far
-+ the health departments are concerned?

SENATOR JENSEN: We had a briefing last year on West Nile virus,
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