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SENATOR BEUTLER: Ye s .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you. Ny concern is...I'm aware of some
of the local sq uabbles g o ing o n , so me tha t Sen ator Baker
m entioned and some t ha t h e d i d n ' t , a n d my c o ncer n i s . . . I di dn ' t
know t h e r e wa s a c ou r t i n j u n c t i on , b u t my c o n ce r n i s , wi t h t he
coming mosquito season, if it does ha v e so m e rain , and the
West N i l e v i r u s , a nd t h o se k i n d s o f t h i ng s t ha t we ' r e p r ob a b l y
headed toward, as to who is going to be responsible for cleaning
up some of these eyesores, if you will, across th e sta te, and
n ot o n l y f r o m t ha t , t h e ey e so r e s t a n d p o i n t , bu t f r om t he he a l t h
standpoint. And I am concerned that.. .I know it's very divisive
at the local level. I'm aware of. . . I ' m n o t g o i n g t o g o i n t o
details, but I 'm aware of one in particular that's become very
divisive in a town. And it pits the town against each other, in
many cases. Local people do not want to step forward. Damaging
to businesses if they take a position, those k inds o f th ings
Ny an sw er i s t h e n . . .or, my conclusion is then, it's better to
h ave a s t a t e , i n t h i s ca se De p a r t m en t o f Ro ad s , a l t h o u g h ma y b e
they' re not f u lfilling t heir du ties, but it is , I thi nk,
necessary in many cases to have the state involved in t h is and
t o ge t a way f r o m t he l o c a l p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i on , be c a u s e i t i s
v ery u n c o mf o r t a b l e f o r sma l l t own s t o t ak e p o s i t i o n s o n t h i s .
I t be come s v e r y d i v i s i v e , an d t h e n n o t h i n g g e t s d o n e . An d t h a t
i s my c hi e f r e a s on a t t h i s p o i n t t o p r ob ab l y s up p o r t t h e k i l l .
I . . . m ayb e s om e th i n g h a sn ' t b ee n do n e , b u t may b e i t sh ou l d b e .
And i f I . . .I wish Senator Jensen wa s here. I .. . oh , t h e r e ' s
Senator Jensen. Nay I ask Senator Jensen a question, if I have
any time left, Nr. President?

SENATOR CUDABACK: You may. S enator Jensen, would yc.. respond?

SENATOR JENSEN : Ye s .

S ENATOR WEHRBEIN: I may...Senator Jensen, I may catch yo u o ff
g uard, but a r e you updat e d on t he pot ent i al pr ob l e ms w i t h
W est Nile virus this summer and the mosquito population, as f a r
~ the health departments are concerned?

SENATOR JENSEN: We had a briefing last year on West Ni'e virus,
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