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FLOOR DEBATE

Februar y 2 0 , 2 00 3 LB 2 82

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Senator Landis.

SENATOR L A NDIS : Ye s , an d I ' l l . . . an d l e t me t e l l y o u wh a t t h e
i nsign i f i ca nce o f t ha t w o u l d b e .

SENATOR BEUTLER: You can...you can tell me on..

SENATOR LANDIS: It would not create an exemption in th e sta te
of Nebraska. It wouldn't change Nebraska policy.

SENATOR BEUTLER: I think I understand your..

SENATOR LANDIS : Ok ay .

S ENATOR BEU T L E R : . . .argument in tha t regard, and here's my
a rgument. T hey can, under this agreement, change, as an
example, this provision that says a member state may not enact a
product-based exemption. They m ay change that to say it may
not, from may to may not. When they do that, if we, o n our
b ooks , s t i l l h a ve t ha t ex em p t i o n , t h en som e b ody i s go i n g t o co m e
in and say Nebraska is in violation of the agreement. And we' ll
p robabl y b e g i v e n some t i me , I d o n ' t k no w w h a t t h e con d i t i o n s
would b e , t o f i x ou r l aw . Ot h e r wi se , we wi l l e i t h e r b e
penalized, and we don't know what...they haven't dreamed up what
the penalties are yet, or we will be kicked out. That's the
choice we wi l i f ace . Senat o r La n d is i s r i gh t , i t ' s ou r cho i ce .
I 'm r ight , I t h i nk , i n say i n g i t ' s no t a r ea l cho i c e . L i ve i n
the real world. Look at the world as it's going to be, not as
t he t h eo r e t i ca l wo r l d t h a t mi g h t ex i s t o u t t h e r e . Th i s
amendment is not that earth-shattering, but it attempts to
preserve for each and every one of you the power to continue to
make a whole array of sales tax decisions that could otherwise
pass out of y our purvey. It says, first of all, that there
should be t w o r e p r e s en t a t i v e s f r o m t h e Leg i s l at u r e i ns t ead o f
one so that at l east, at least in our little representative
group, the Legislature controls the policy decision when they
vote on an amendment to that governing agreement. Now doesn' t
that make sense to you that we should continue to control that
vote? That doesn't m ean they' re referring b ack to the
Legi s l a t u r e t o kn ow h o w t o v o t e , un l e s s y ou t a k e t h e se c o n d pa r t
of my amendment, which says that they ought to do that. An d so
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