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can't have a little better situation. By the way, how do you
know the other leg islators aren' t...legislatures aren't doing
t he same t h i ng ? I ' d adv i s e t h e m a l l t o do i t . They al l shoul d
be advising their representatives in this case as to the correct
policy. I do not want two people or, as it is now, one person
f rom t h i s L e g i s la t u r e d e c i d i n g p o l i c y . How many peopl e c a n you
think of in t his Legislature that don't agree with you on
certain aspects of exemption policy in this state, sales tax
exemption policy? I' ll bet you can name a topic and you can
pick out four or five in this Legislature that don't believe the
same way yo u d o a b o u t t h a t . We l l , t ha t ' s wha t i t ' s c omi n g t o ,
my friends. Once this group has power, and they will have power
as soon as they' ve made this work, then one person from this
Legis l a t u r e i s go i n g t o be vot i n g a n d r ep r e s e n t i n g a l l of us
somehow on such questions as amending that agreement, which can,
i n t u r n , af f e ct w h a t e x empt i o ns , w ha t k i n d o f ex e mpt i o ns , u n d e r
what cond i t i o n s we ca n g i v e e x empt i o ns , a n d ou r w h o l e s a l e s t ax
policy. Tell me this. Who do you think, once this organization
is in place and is generating $150 million for Nebraska, for
example, who do you think the lobbyists are going to go to lobby
on sa l e s t ax p o l i cy ? A r e t h ey g o i n g t o co m e t o u s ? Fo r g e t i t .
T he n e w l ob b y wi l l b e b e h i n d t h e g l a ss ne x t t o wh a t e v e r c h a m b e r
i t i s t ha t t h e g o v e r n i ng b oa r d o f t h i s a g r e em e n t . . . wh e r e t h e
govern i n g b o a r d o f t h i s ag r ee m en t m e e t s , be ca u s e t h e y wi l l t r y
to affect that group to make a decision internally which will
t hen a f f e c t ev e r y st a t e t ha t i s u n d e r t h i s ag r ee m e nt , an d wh i c h
will ultimately be all states. So maybe that's the benefit o f
i t . We wo n ' t h a ve t o l i s t e n t o t h e l ob b y i s t s an ym or e o n s a l e s
tax policy. Bu t do you like that idea ? Do you like th is
governing board be ing lo bbied fo r this or for that, and then
we' re t o l d t h a t e i t h er we f ol l ow t he gover n i n g boar d ' s new
pol ic y or you can g e t ou t ? Or we c a n p a y t h e $ 5 0 m i l l i on f i ne
or we can get out? There is and will be enormous power in this
group a n d w e o u gh t t o r ec o g n i z e t h a t r i ght of f , and w e o u gh t t o
do th e b e s t we ca n t o mi t i g a t e t h a t de v o l u t i o n o f p owe r .

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Tha nk you, S e nator Be utler.
introduced.) Chair recognizes Senator Wehrbein.

S ENATOR WEHR BE IN : N r. Chairman, I woul d . . . Pres i d e n t , I
would...I' ll give my time to Senator Landis.
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