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use-based exemption without restriction. And let ' s say that
t hey , i n f ac t , sai d , no , n o, you c a n ' t , y o u c a n ' t be co n s is t e n t
with t h e a g r eement and h ave c e r t a i n k i n d s o f ex e mpt i o ns . Okay ?
This is the absolute worst case scenario from Senator Beutler, I
think. And the answer is nobody can set Nebraska policy but us.
An agreement that would change Nebraska's tax code can only come
from us. We either agree or we don't agree. We either leave
streaml i n i n g o r we don ' t , but t her e i s no way and
n othing . . there i s no power i n t h i s docu ment f o r an y b ody t o
write a law that covers Nebraska but us. We are t he final s a y .
We might get to a situation in which we had to choose between a
set of de f initions o r a pa rticular p o licy and .. .and in
compliance with streamlined, and continuing to receive 20 or 30
o r 40 m i l l i on do l l a r s a ye a r b y bei n g p a r t of t he ag r e ement , a n d
that will be our choice. But it will be our choice and it will
not be ass isted, in my estimation, by this amendment. If, in
fact, that's the problem, then streamlined itself is the
problem . That s t r eam li n e d c a n make i t s o w n amendments t o i t s
system i s t h e p r o b l e m. I t ' s no t t h a t ou r r ep r e se n t a t i v e s s ho u l d
come back here and ask our permission, that's not t he p rob lem,
but it is the very structure of streamlining that is the problem
and y ou sh o u l d v o t e ag a i n s t LB 2 8 2 . The p o i n t i s , we c an ' t g e t
to this tax base. The re are l ogistical and constitutional
barriers to getting to this tax base. It's on our books and we
can't get a dime of it. And here's a place where eight ma j or
r eta i l e r s hav e sai d , y o u k n o w what , i n t he f ac e o f t h i s w e w i l l
begin to comply if this goes through voluntarily. It is not in
getting our representatives back home and giving them better
instructions, but it is in the worst case scenario that Senator
Beutler describes that, in fact, you have to decide whether
LB 282 is a good idea, and that worst case scenario is that
streamlining somehow ultimately gets to a place where their
working definitions or their practices are at odds with what
Nebraska wants to do and we have to choose, and that's the worst
case scenario and it's not implicated by this amendment. I can
l i v e w i t h i t . I ' m r e ad y f o r t h a t d a y t o c ome . I t r u st t h e
Legislature to do its business and to make a sound decision and,
yes, there will be a tough day when we have to choose between
4 0 mi l l i o n b u c k s a nd d o i ng som e t h i n g t h a t a l o t o f o t h e r s t a t e s
are doing as wel l, because th at's what's going to be there.
That is the worst case scenario. That is taking this and saying
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