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P RESIDENT HEINEMAN: Thank you , Sen ator La ndis . Sena to r
Beutler, your light is on but I believe you have spoken three
times already. Senator...Chair recognizes Senator Thompson.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Mr . Lieutenant Governor, I'd yield my time to
Senato r B e u tl e r .

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Senator Beutler.

S ENATOR BEUTLER: Mr . Clerk, members of the Legislature, let m e
try to exp lain why I strenuously disagree with Senator Landis,
and I invite him to respond on the b asis of the d ocument,
because this is a complicated matter and I don't pretend that my
understanding o f it cou l dn't b e improved considerably. But
here's what I'm talking about. If you look on page 47 o f th is
document, it's Article IX, amendments and interpretations, and I
think...I don't t h ink the document has ever been passed out to
y ou so I don't know. I'm sorry that you h ave no bas i s oth er
than my rea ding it to you as to what it is you' re authorizing
these representatives to do. Bu t it sa ys, this Article or
Section 901 says amendments to the agreement may be brought
before the governing board by a member state. The agreement may
b e amended by a three-fourths vote of the governing board. T he
governing board shall give public notice of proposed amendments
at least 60 days ahead of time, that's what I was talking about,
a nd it provides an opportunity for public comment. Oka y, s o
there is clearly the governing board's authority to change
a nyth ing i n t h i s ag r e ement . No w , i f you f l i p bac k t o pa g e 2 3 o f
the agreement, for example, just as one example, you will see it
d eals w i t h t h e e na ct m en t o f ex e m p ti o ns a nd i t sa y s t ha t a mem b e r
of a state may enact a product-based e x emption wi thout
restriction if it doesn't have...if the product doesn't have a
defi n i t i o n, a n d t h e n i t goe s o n t o t a l k abo u t ent i t y -ba s e d and
u se-base d e x em p ti o n s . I t d e a l s wi t h e x em p t i o ns i n d e t a i l s , an d
which kinds you can, as a s tate, e n act a nd which k inds you
cannot. Now , i f you put together the power under Article IX,
Section 901, for the governing board, then to c hange the
e nactmen t o f e x emp t i on s s e c t i on on p a ge 2 3 , y ou ' r e g e t t i ng t o
what I ' m t a l k i ng ab o u t . They ca n g e t t o ge t h e r , t h e
representatives from this body and the other bodies, and change
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