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sales tax and food, what does food mean? You can say yes; you
can say no . So long as you' re a retailer, it's no difficulty
because you can code your computer program yes or no, so long as
everybody is u s i ng t h e same def i n i t i on . I t won ' t be d i f f i cu l t .
We can l i ve wi t h t ha t , no pr ob l e m . I f you wa n t t o say yo u ' re
taxing p lumbing, f i n e . I f you ' re no t t axi ng pl umbing, t hat ' s
okay. But we need to know what that means when you say you' re
taxing plumbing. If it's the same, we have a binary choice in
our c o mputer , y e s o r n o , d oe s t a x i t or do e s n ' t t a x i t , so l ong
as we' re using the same definitions. What does streamlined try
to do? It creates the definitions, not whether you tax it or
not. By allowing us to control the definitions or allowing us
t o ge t on t he sa m e p a g e f or de f i ni t i on s , i t a l l ows t he pe r s o n
who's coding the computer program as to what the state's choice
was as to whether to tax it or not. And isn't that what you
care about? I sn ' t t ha t y o ur ta x pol i cy , wh at w e c h oose t o t ax
and w h a t we don ' t ? Wh a t th i s s t r ea ml i n e d wi l l do f o r u s i s t o
say, when we' re thinking of a snack tax, if we want to be a ble
to a c c es s st r e a ml i ned, we ne ed t o u s e e s s ent i a l l y t ha t wo r k i n g
defi n i t i o n fo r wha t a sna c k t a x i s . B ut i f we wan t t o a dd mo r e ,
we can. Ul t i m a t e l y , i t doe s n ' t te l l us wh at w e h a ve to t ax . I t
doesn't tell us what we have to exempt. Th at is ou r decision.
Where streamlined works is if you can get states to agree that
when they use a phrase they all mean the same thing, and t hen
they get to decide yes or no as to whether they tax it. That is
a far cry from t he st ripping of Nebraska's right to set tax
policy t ha t S e nator Beut le r h a s d escr i bed fo r y ou , and i t ' s a
pretty good trade-off. We ' ll help share in the process of
writing definitions, and then we, and only we, w ill decide
whether we w an t to tax or no t tax con si stent w ith those
defin i t i o ns . An d where we wi l l ge t i nt o t r oubl e i s when we
choose t o st e p a way f r om th o se de f i n i t i on s , a n d a t t he po i n t i n
which we are not in substantial compliance we' ve charted our own
course, and that's true. I think streamlined is a good idea. I
think the definitions that they set are a sensible thing to d o
and I do n o t s e e t h i s a s a d i mi n u t i o n of t he sov e re ig nty of t he
state of Nebraska. If you want AM0430 I' ll live with it and
I ' l l cont i nue t o suppo r t th e b i l l . I d o n ' t think it' s
n ecessary. Bu t I wouldn't p ass AN 0430 on the theory tha t
streamlined strips Nebraska of sovereignty, because it doesn' t.
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