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m any d o l l a r s i nvol ve d , t he o r y g o e s ou t t he w i n d ow . And s o y o u
h ave t o t r y t o max i mi z e yo u r e f f e c t o n t h e sy s t em a t t h e f r o n t
end, through your representatives that are voting on that
governing board, that can put in place tax policy. If you don' t
d o t h a t y o u a r e i n , n o t i n a pu r e l eg a l se n s e , b u t v e r y mu c h i n
a rea l s e nse g i v i n g u p y o u r a u t h o r i t y t o e f f ect u a te t ax po l i cy
i n t h e wa y t h a t we h av e do n e i t i n t he p a st , wi t h f r e e wi l l ,
wit h e v e ry b o d y b e i n g f r e e t o c o ns u l t wi t h t h e i r co n s t i t u e n t s
and, in representing your constituents, say, yes, we believe
t h i s t o be t he r i g h t wa y o f do i ng som e t h i n g . Yo u ' r e n o t g o i ng
to be able to do that anymore.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: You ' re g o ing to have to e xplain to your
const i t ue n t s t h a t y ou d i dn ' t h a v e a n y t h i ng t o d o wi t h i t i n t h e
sense that t h e change was made, and if it required a change in
s tat e l aw y o ur a n sw e r t o y o u r co n s t i t u e n t wi l l b e , we l l , we h a d
to do this because we would have lost $150 million in sales tax
revenue an d t ha t wo u l d h a v e br o k e t h e s t a t e a nd we wo u l d h a v e
had to up your property taxes and up your sales taxes and try to
g et a l ong o n ou r own wi t h no s y s t em f o r co l l e c t i ng t h o se
taxes ­ -obviously not a p rac tical a n swer . And so I wou ld
encourage you again to consider these amendments. Thank you.

PRESIDENT HE IN EMAN : Thank you , Sen ator Be utler. Chair
r ecognizes Senato r L a n d i s .

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Lieutenant Governor, members of t he
Legislature. I th ink we ' re back on the basis now that we' re
t a l k i n g ab o u t wh a t wo u l d t h e i mp a c t b e o f b e i n g a t o d d s wi t h
s treaml i ned , and I wou l d ackno w l e dge t hat i t wou l d be a
significant deterrent to be at the risk of losing a rather good
deal o f y o u r vo l u n t a r i l y co mp l i e d w i t h t ax ba s e . No w , l et ' s ge t
to the issue of whether or not Nebraska gets to choose what they
tax or they don't tax, and its relationship to streamlined, and
the answer is we ge t to choose wh a t we tax o r don 't tax
comple t e l y wi t h o u t r un n i n g a f ou l o f st r e a ml i n e d . St r e aml i ne d
doesn't tell us, here's your tax base. I t doesn't say, if you
t ax f o od y o u ' r e o u t ; i f y ou t ax s e r v i ce s y o u ' r e i n . Wr o ng .
What streamlined does is to say, look, when we use this p h rase,
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