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they set po l icy and we don' t. That's not true. Th ere is only
one source of tax policy for this state and that's the Nebraska
Legislature and it's in our statutes, and nothing that w e give
to streamlined a ffects t hat at all. The ch aracterization is
mist a ke n i f i t s ay s we ar e no t t he o r i g i n o f t ax po l i cy i n t h i s
s ta t e . No t h i n g ha s al t e r e d t h a t f a c t . Pe r su a s i v e ? Ye s .
Gett i n g 5 0 mi l l i on b u c k s a n d s a y i n g t o ou r se l ve s , g o sh , d o we
want t o c ha n g e o u r de f i n i t i on o f f o od o r n o t b a se d o n s t ay i n g i n
t he St r e am l i n ed Pr o j e c t ? We ' d h av e t o t h i n k i t ov e r p r e t t y
c are f u l l y . Se r i ou s i n d u c e ment ? Ab so l u t e l y , bu t t he r e i s o n l y
o ne sou r ce o f po l i cy a nd i t ' s u s . Tha t ' s t he l aw , an d t he y ' r e
contained back there in the books a nd our tax code is back
there. The re is no fair characterization of saying that policy
decisions on tax codes other than by this body are being made by
others. The Streamlined P roject g ets to set definitions.
That ' s w h a t t h e y d o , t h ey s e t d e f i n i t i o n s . An d we g e t t o de c i de
whethe r we wa n t t o c omp l y or no t . Wi l l we ha v e a s e r i o u s
ques t i o n on ou r ha n d s wh en t h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w ee n ou r p o l i c y ,
what we want, and streamline's definitions are so great that we
m ight be either asked to leave or that we m i ght choose to leave .
And i f , i n t ha t ca s e , we ' r e l o o k i ng a t , hmm, l ea v i ng be h i nd
volun t a r y c omp l i a n c e o f 15 or 2 0 mi l l i o n bu ck s , i t wi l l b e h a r d
t o sa y n o . T ha t I co n f e ss . Th a t ' s a f a i r ch a r a c t e r i z a t i o n .
But i t i s n o t a f a i r c h a r a c t e r i za t i o n t o sa y t ha t t a x p o l i cy
wil l be se t a nywhe r e b e s i d e s t h e f l o o r o f t h e Neb r a s ka
Legi s l a t u r e . I am c on f i d e n t i n you r ab i l i t y t o ma k e t h a t
d eci s i o n , a n d t h a t i s e x ac t l y t h e l eg a l s t a t u s o f t h i n g s a nd
t her e i s n o . . . t h e r e i s n o d i mi n u t i o n o f o u r sov e r e i g n t y i n d o i ng
t h i s . What the streamlined o rganization w hich we w ill
participate in is to create a set of working definitions. We
will choose to either abide by them or not. The policy is ours
to decide and we can chart or write any rule we want . R ight
now, we can 't write rules in a way that give us access to the
o ut - o f - st a t e ca t a l og b u s i n e s s . We ca n ' t d o i t . Th i s g i v e s u s a
way t o d o t h a t , bu t we wi l l a l way s ha v e t h e ch an c e t o sa y y e s o r
no. I t wi l l cos t u s i f we cho os e t o s a y n o a n d t h i s sy st em i s
w orking, absolutely. That will be a powerful inducement. Bu t
the decision will be ours and no one else' s, and Senator Beutler
is mistaken if he characterizes it in any other w ay tha n that
b ecause t h at i s t h e l a w .
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