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they set policy and we don't. That's not true. There is only
one source of tax policy for this state and that's the Nebraska
Legislature and it's in our statutes, and nothing that we give

to streamlined affects that at all. The characterization is
mistaken if it says we are not the origin of tax policy in this
state. Nothing has altered that fact. Persuasive? Yes.

Getting 50 million bucks and saying to ourselves, gosh, do we
want to change our definition of food or not based on staying in
the Streamlined Project? We'd have to think it over pretty
carefully. Serious inducement? Absolutely, but there 1is only
one source of policy and it's us. That's the law, and they're
contained back there in the books and our tax code 1is back
there. There is no fair characterization of saying that policy
decisions on tax codes other than by this body are being made by
others. The Streamlined Project gets to set definitions.
That's what they do, they set definitions. And we get to decide
whether we want to comply or not. Will we have a serious
question on our hands when the differences between our policy,
what we want, and streamline's definitions are so great that we
might be either asked to leave or that we might choose to leave.
And if, in that case, we're looking at, hmm, leaving behind
voluntary compliance of 15 or 20 million bucks, it will be hard
to say no. That I confess. That's a fair characterization.
But it is not a fair characterization to say that tax policy
will be set anywhere besides the floor of the Nebraska
Legislature. I am confident in your ability to make that
decision, and that is exactly the legal status of things and
there is no...there is no diminution of our sovereignty in doing

this. What the streamlined organization which we will
participate in is to create a set of working definitions. We
will choose to either abide by them or not. The policy is ours
to decide and we can chart or write any rule we want. Right

now, we can't write rules in a way that give us access to the
out -of -state catalog business. We can't do it. This gives us a
way to do that, but we will always have the chance to say yes or
no. It will cost us if we choose to say no and this system is
working, absolutely. That will be a powerful inducement. But
the decision will be ours and no one else's, and Senator Beutler
is mistaken if he characterizes it in any other way than that
because that is the law.
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