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h ave a s t r o n g d i f f e r i ng op i n i o n wi t h Se na t o r L a nd i s o n t h i s
matte r , an d I wou l d h op e t h a t y ou wou l d , i n t h e se n se t h at y o u
are the elected representatives of the people. They di dn' t
e lec t u s t o e l e c t some bo d y e l se t o d o t h e t a x p o l i cy o f t h i s
sta t e . A l l o f t h e a n a l og i e s t h a t Se n a t o r L a nd i s ma d e , i n my
opinion, are not good analogies. ALEC doesn't make binding tax
pol ic y f o r t hi s st a t e . Any t h i n g t h a t A L E C pr o p o s es , i t comes
back through this legislative body and you and I approve or
d isapprove o f i t . The Nat i on a l C o n f e r e nce o f S ta t e L e g is l a tu r e s
doesn't make the tax policy for this state. Sure , we sen d
representatives there and, sure, they recommend and participate
i n model l e g i s l at i o n , f or exa mple , b u t t he y d o n ' t det e r m i n e t he
tax pol i cy of t h i s st at e . Yes , ALEC i s i nvol v e d i n m o de l
l egi s l a t i o n a n d we s end r e p r e sent a t i v e s t h e r e, but t hey don ' t
determine the tax policy of this state. This governing body is
g oing t o b e d e t e r mi n i ng t h e t a x p o l i cy o f t h i s st a t e . Th a t ' s
complete l y di f f er ent . I t ' s l i ke you say i ng t o you r
c onstituents, if they come ba c k and com p lain to you abou t
something that gover ning b oard d id w ith reg ard to tax
policy...and remember again, they can change the basic document
so they c an do anything if they have enough votes on sales tax
policy. And when a constituent of yours comes b ack and says ,
why the he c k d id you cha nge that, and you look back and you
f i g u r e ou t , we l l , g o l l y , I d i d n ' t ch a n g e t ha t ; y e a h , i t wa s a
major po l i cy dec i s i o n b u t I d i dn ' t ha v e a n y t h i n g t o do w i t h i t ,
because this representative of the executive b ranch a nd this
representative of the legislative branch that we sent back there
to be part of our governing board, they decided to make a basic
change an d I h a d n o p a r t o f i t ; I h ad no ab i l i t y t o a f f ec t i t i n
any way; they made the change. And so you get ripped on that
and y o u com e i n her e and say , wel l , l et ' s get ou t of t hi s
agreement; they can make tax policy and we have nothing to say
about it. And the answer is going to be, we can't afford to get
out o f t hi s agr e ement . Thi s agr e ement i s m a k i n g u s $ 1 0 0 m i l l i on
a year. A nd our only tool for dealing with this is to get out
of i t , w e' r e n o t goi n g t o b e a b l e t o do t ha t . And so I t h i nk
you have to realistically look at what's actually happening here
and distinguish i t fr om the other matters that Senator Landis
has pointed out tc you and see this more like, for example, the
Unite d St a t e s se n d i n g a r e p r e se n t a t i v e o f f t o NAT O. Do y ou
think that person makes war decisions without checking back with
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