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SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Mr. President, colleagues. LB 60 was
b rought to me by the Neb r aska Real Estate Commission. It
speci f i c a l l y do e s a c o u p l e o f di f f er e n t t h i n gs t hat ar e qu i t e
simple b u t I t h i nk qu i t e i mp o r t an t . I t c l a r i f i e s t h a t t h e r e a r e
separate l icensing ex aminations that must be p assed for
salespersons and brokers. This has been a practice that has
been in effect for many, many years, but the statutory language
w as apparently not completely clear that there should be a
separate licensing exam for each of those individuals and must
be passed before they can practice in their profession. And the
second piece requires all original applicants, both residential
and n onresidential, t o have a fingerprint-based criminal
background check completed through the Federal Bureau of
Investigation prior to the approval of the application. I think
this has come about, and I'm not certain that we have had any
huge problems in the state of Nebraska, but in other a eas there
have, un f o r t u n a t e l y , be e n i n d iv i d u a l s wh o m i gh t n o t be o f t he
most savory c h aracter and might have some dubious background.
And for that re ason, th e conm ission f elt th a t a c rim inal
background check...and, obviously, the fingerprint-based gives
more access information than a n onfingerprint-based background
check. This applies only to original applicants, both resident
and non r e s i d e n t . I t i s n o t a s i t u a t i o n wh e r e a l l e x i s t i ng
licensees h ave to go back t o have a fi ngerprint check,
b ackground c h e c k t o ma i n t a i n t h e i r l i c e n se . So t he b i l l i s
simple but, again, it is basically consumer oriented to try to
i mprove p r o t e c t i o n s f o r i nd i v i d u a l s wh o woul d use p r of e ss i o n a l
realtors. And I would ask that you advance LB 60.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k y o u , S e n a to r B y a r s. You ' v e h e ar d t h e
opening on advancement of LB 60 by Senator Byars. Open for
discussion on that, Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sena tor Byars, members of the Legislature, I
suppose I a m g o i n g t o e n d u p doi ng t hi s , but i t ' s al way s a
l i t t l e t r oubl e s ome w hen we s eem to b e mov in g f r o m one g r oup o f
employees to the next one. You know, first we started out with
g roups o f peop l e who d e a l t wi t h ch i l dr e n . Now w e ' r e d e a l i n g
with p r o f e s s i on a l s w ho do n ' t d ea l wi t h c h i l d r e n , a nd ma y b e
that's wh~re we ' re going in this society. We just simply
f ingerp r i n t ev e r y b ody and be d one w i t h i t . I di d want t o ask

1376


