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amendment drawn to this effect, but I'm trying to find out if
anybody else engages in this. We could add these constitutional
officers after the Legislature. I am not prepared to concede
Senator Landis' extremely well presented point that when the
people vote for the Auditor of Public Accounts, they're saying,
and if we need a stand-in Governor, I want that person; or when
they vote for the Attorney General to be the chief law
enforcement officer of the state, they're saying, and if we have
a disaster, we want this person to step into the shoes of the
governorship. Sometimes Attorney Generals try to move up and
don't make it. So we do have...and we can find other examples
that would indicate that because the people elect you Secretary
of State or Attorney General or Auditor of Public Accounts or
Treasurer, for heaven's sake, to take care of the money, doesn't
mean they want you to someday run the state if there's a need.
So I want to be very serious in making the argument that I don't
think there is any actual affirmation by all the voting people
of the state of Nebraska with regard to what additional powers
and duties these constitutional officers might assume. And I'm
serious also when I say that I'm not interested in having this
be another, quote, qualification for the office that legitimizes
somebody running for one office and talking about another. I'm
not interested in perpetuating that kind of politics. I come
from a tradition in Nebraska where we didn't do that, and 1
thought maybe we were better served. And that will be disputed,
I'm sure. But I think everybody ought to focus on the office
that the people elected them to complete, to serve and complete
and do it competently. So I think there is a serious side to
this question that we ought to also think about, in terms of how
this might play out, who might use it to what end, and what we
might be 1legitimizing that we really don't want to legitimize.
Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Brashear. Senator
Schimek, your 1light (inaudible) speak, but there are no other
lights on. Did you wish to use this as your speaking, or to...?
SENATOR SCHIMEK: I will close.

SENATOR CUDABACK: You will close?
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