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amendment drawn t o t h i s ef f ec t , b ut I ' m t r y i ng t o f i nd out i f
anybody else engages in this. We could add these constitutional
off i c e r s a f t e r t he Legi s l at ur e . I am no t pr epa r e d to con c e de
Senator Landis' extremely well presented point that when the
people vo t e f or t he A u d it o r o f Pu b l i c Ac c o u n ts , t he y ' re s a y i n g ,
and if we need a stand-in Governor, I want that person; or when
they vote for the At torney General to b e th e ch ief l aw
enforcement o f f i c e r of t he s t at e , t he y ' re s ay i n g , an d i f we hav e
a d i s a s t e r , we wa n t t h i s p e r so n t o s t ep i n t o t h e sh oe s o f t h e
governorship. Som etimes At torney Generals try to move up and
don't make it. So we do have...and we can find o ther ex amples
that would indicate that because the people elect you Secretary
of St a t e o r At t or n e y Genera l o r A u d it o r o f Pub l i c Acco u n t s or
Treasurer, for heaven'8 sake, to take care of the money, doesn' t
mean they want you to someday run the state if there's a need.
S o I want t o be ve r y ser i o u s i n m a k i n g t h e a r g ument t h a t I don ' t
t hink t h e r e i s a n y a c tu a l a f f i r m a t i o n b y a l l t he vot i ng peop l e
o f t he s t at e of Ne b r a ska w i t h r e g a r d t o w h a t a d d i t i on a l p o wer s
and duties these constitutional officers might assume. An d I'm
s er i ou s a l s o whe n I say t h at I ' m n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n ha v i n g t h i s
be another, quote, qualification for the office that legitimizes
somebody runn ing fo r one o f f i ce an d t al k i ng ab o ut a n o t h e r . I ' m
not i n t e r e s t e d i n p e r p e t u at i ng t h a t k i nd o f p o l i t i cs . I c ome
from a tradition in Nebraska where we d idn't do tha t, and I
thought maybe we were better served. And that will be disputed,
I ' m sure . But I t h i nk ev er y b o dy ou ght t o f ocu s o n t h e o f f i ce
t hat t h e p e o p l e e l e c t e d t h e m t o c o mple te , t o se r v e a n d com p l e t e
and do it competently. So I think there is a serious side to
t h i s q ue s t i o n t h a t we o u g ht t o a l s o t h i n k ab o u t , i n t e r ms o f ho w
t hi s m i g h t p l a y ou t , wh o mi g ht u se i t t o wh a t e n d , a n d wh a t we
might b e l eg i t i mi z i n g t h a t we r e a l l y d o n ' t wa n t t o l e g i t i mi ze .
Thank you .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th an k y ou , Se n a t o r Br a sh e a r . Se n a t o r
Schimek, yo ur l i ght ( i naudi bl e ) sp e ak , b u t th er e ar e no o t he r
lights on. Did you wish to use this as your speaking, or to...?

SENATOR SCHINEK: I wi l l c l o se .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Y ou wi l l c l o se ?
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