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SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Redfield. Senator Landis,
followed Senators Schimek and Brashear.

SENATOR LANDIS: Sena tor Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
subtract 9-11 from the mix, and ask yourself, what should be the
order of succession in the event the Governor is u n able to do
his or her duty'? T he re is a good reason to use the executive
branch officers, and the reason is, executive b ranch o fficers
a re vo t e d up o n b y t h e e n t i r e p op u l a ce o f t he s t a t e . Th e y d r aw
t hei r l e g i t i ma c y f r om ha v i ng g o n e t o t h e p u b l i c a n d a sk e d t he
entire state if they can represent them in the executive branch.
That re ason alo ne, the leg i timacy u p on which the executive
branch officers draw their term of service, i s rea son to put
them after the Governor, because they, like the Governor, went
to the entire state and said, pick me as you r rep r esen~ative.
You a nd I we n t t o 3 3 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e t o do t h a t . An d t he mer ge r s o f
the Legislature themselves pick the leadership. So you hav e a
list that's composed of legislative chairs selected by 25 other
state senators, compared to executive branch m embers who were
elected by going to the entire public and say, would you choose
me as your only Attorney General, Secretary of State, Treasurer,
or Au d i t o r '? Th e p o i n t i s t h a t e v e r y bo d y i n t h e s t a t e wh o wa s o f
a voting age would have had a chance to vote for the executive
branch officers, and that is not true of legislative officers.
At t h e m o s t , on l y 3 3 , 00 0 w o u ld h a ve h ad a c ha n c e t o v o t e f o r
t hem . An d b e ca u se i t ' s f r o m th e l e a de r s h i p t h a t we dr a w t he
list, only 25 in this body would have selected the order of
s uccession . We should d raw fro m the greatest p oo l of
l egitimacy. We shoul d ack nowledge w here t he vot ers ha ve
indicated they have their preferences and their confidences, and
those lie with executive branch officers, because they draw from
the largest pool. With respect to the 9-11 controversy, all you
need to do is make sure your list is long enough so that you' ve
got a survivor. And by the way, trying to guess ' here t h e
surv i v o r i s g o i n g t o be o n an o t he r da y i s , I t h i n k , a wa st e o f
t i me . I t h i n k , t o me , t h e b e t t e r i d e a i s t o p i c k a p r i n c i p l e ,
rather than guessing where somebody is going to be on the day of
a disaster, a principle that should apply. Why do we pick the
Lieutenant Governor to s u cceed the Gove rnor? What is the
rationale? I th ink it has to do with the fact that they ran in

1364


