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SENATOR BOURNE: Okay. S o we' ve only gone through..

SENATOR SCHIMEK: And that was scary. I just heard that comment
o ver he re . (Lau g h )

SENATOR BOURNE: ( Laugh) I guess what I'm trying to suggest to
you is that I...it seems to me that a lot of the bills that I' ve
heard . . . and maybe some other people can relate to t h is .. . but a
lot of the bills that I' ve heard this year, there's really.. .and
again , I ' m no t t r y i n g t o b e c r i t i c a l . . . but t h e r e ' s n o c o mpel l i n g
r eason f or chan g e. I t seems l i ke w e ' r e i nt r o d u c i n g a l ot of
bi l l s t h a t ar e ch a nge f o r t he sa k e o f ch a n ge . And I ' m t r y i ng t o
get a s en s e o f wh a t we ' r e ac t u a l l y t r y i n g t o ac c omp l i sh he r e .
In my mind, I...you know, the present Chair of the Exec Board
notwi t h s t a nd i ng , I f eel t hey ' r e f ai r l y co mpeten t p e o p l e , as i s
t he Ch a i r o f t h e J u d i c i a r y Co m mi tt e e , Co m mi t t ee o n G o v e r n men t ,
Mil i t a r y A f f a i r s . I guess w ha t I ' m s u g ges t i n g t o y o u i s , w h y i s
t he change t ha t y o u ' r e a d v oca t i n g f o r a n y b e t t e r t han t he way
the statute currently exists?

SENATOR SCHIMEK : We l l , I t h i n k t h a t ' s a f a i r qu e s t i o n . An d ,
Senato r B o u rn e , I do n ' t t h i n k I ' d b e he r e wi t h a b i l l t o d a y i f
9 -11 h ad n ' t o c cu r r e d . Bu t on e o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t we ' r e be i ng
asked to look at are worst-case scenarios. And if on o pening
d ay o f t h e Le g i s l a t u r e we we r e a l l i n t h i s b u i l d i ng , an d t he
execut iv e b r a nch was a l l i n t hi s bu i l di n g , a n d t h e j udi c i ar y , or
most o f t h em , m a y b e n o t a l l o f t h em, b u t mo s t o f t h em, h o w w o u ld
we proceed then? If lives are lost and, let's say, 50 percent
of our legislators are gone, including the Speaker and Exec
Board Chair and the Lieutenant Governor and so on and so forth,
what happens then? I think what we' re trying to do here is look
beyond the ordinary circumstances in which you have to replace a
Governor, and look at more catastrophic kind of cases. And as I
said to you, this may not be the way to proceed. This is simply
as a...it's simply a r esult of p erusing the other states'
statutes on succession.

SENATOR BOURNE: Great. T h ank you.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: This may not L.~ the answer.
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