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amendment, and I believe that Senator Jensen will a ddress t h at
h ere b r i e f l y . Than k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Erdman. You' ve heard the
opening o n t h e a dv a n c e men t o f L B 54 . The r e a r e commi t t e e
amendments, as stated. Ch airman Jensen of the committee, you' re
recognized to open on those amendments.

SENATOR JENSEN : T hank you , M r . President, members o f the
Legi s l a t u r e . Fi r s t o f a l l , I wa n t t o ap o l og i ze fo r my v o i ce .
I' ve got a head cold. M aybe I' ll see Dr. Head. ( Laugh) Th e
amendment deletes the specific number of training hours required
for foster care providers. But foster care providers are s t i ll
required to rec eive tr aining. And I' ll quote right from the
statute: directly related to the skills necessary to care fo r
children in need of out-of-home care, including, but not limited
to abuse, neglected, dependent, and delinquent children. The
amendment leaves the specific number of training hours to rules
and r e g s ado p t e d by t he de p a r t ment . Tes t i m o ny a t t he p u b li c
hearing on LB 54 expressed concern about potential harm to
c hi l d re n f r om i napp r o p r i a t e p l ace ments i f t he de p a r t ment we r e
permitted to waive training requirements for relative foster
care p r o v i d e r s . Th e c omn i t t e e am e ndment s t i l l p e r mi t s a wa i v e r
o f training requirements for foster parents wh o p ro vide care
only for relatives. Bu t the amendment requires waivers to be
granted by the department on a case-by-case basis, and only
after an assessment of the department of the appropriateness of
the relative foster care placement. T he department indicated in
t hei r t e s t i mo n y t o t he c om m i tt ee t h at t h e y . . . tha t t h a t wou l d b e
their procedure. The amendment also requires annual reporting
by the d epar t ment t o t he H e a l t h a n d Human Serv i ce s Comni t t e e on
t he n u mber of wai ve r s g r a n t e d an d t h e t ot al nu mber o f chi l dr e n
p laced in relative foster homes. The comm i ttee ag rees th at
permitting a waiver of tr aining requirements in c ases of
relative foster homes is appropriate, and believes that the
waivers would encourage more relative foster placements for
c hildren. Bu t the committee wa s als o con cerned t hat suc h
p lacement s b e i n t he b e s t i n t e r e s t s o f t h e c h i l d , a n d t ha t t h e
committee and the Legislature be kept informed as to how many
waivers ar e gr ant e d . I wou l d ask f or t he ado p ti o n o f t he
committee amendment. Thank you, Mr. President.
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