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f ewer i nh a b i t an t s wo u l d b e e l ' g i b l e t o r e c e i v e t h e g r a n t s . I n
order to qualify for the funds, the communities must demonstrate
serious financial h ardship. The g rant limitation is $150,000
annually, and allows 90 percent of the project cost to be funded
b y g r an t mo n i e s . The f u n d i n g i s l i mi t e d t o t h e amo un t
a pprop r i a t e d . Ba si c a l l y , t h i s b i l l i s b r ou g h t t o u s by t h e
Departmen t o f En v i r o n m en t a l Qu a l i t y , a nd i t i s t o h e l p . . . i t i s
to use to help small conInunities to receive grants for planning
o f their wastewater systems. There is a revolving fund that i s
b eing u se d no w . I t wa s es t a b l i sh e d i n 19 88 b y LB 7 6 6 . Th i s
bill just kind of updates LB 766. LB 7 66 created a revol ving
loan fund to prov ide lo w-interest loans to build wastewater
col l e c t i o n a n d t r e a t m en t sy s t em s . An d t h e mo n e y c ome s f r o m
federal ca pitalization grants, and the state must match those
grants by 20 percent. In this case, I think it's municipalities
that do the 20 percent grant. It's a match. I t's not the state
that does it. Cong ress, t hrough th e E PA has p rov ided 14
capitalization grants, t otalling $100 millzon. And of course,
Nebraska i s e l i g i b l e f o r som e o f t h a t mo n e y . I n t h e y e a r 2 00 3 ,
there are 143 proje cts on the plann ing lis t, tot alling
$ 226 million. And there are 22 projects o n the fund ing list
that total $22 million. A nd so the interest rates that our
munic i p a l i t i e s h a ve t o pa y a r e a n~ h e r e f r o m t h r e e t o f ou r
p ercent , an d t h e r e ' s t a l k t h a t t h a t mi g h t b e l owe r e d t o t wo a nd
a hal f per ce n t . But basically, t his is to help ou r
municipalities, al l mun icipalities. But i f y o u ' re a
munic i p a l i t y un d e r $5 , 00 0 ( s i c ) , y ou c a n re c e i v e a g r a n t . . .under
5,000 people. I'm sorry. If you' re a city under 5,000 people,
you c a n re c e i v e a g r an t . I do have a sma l l com mit t e e a m endment
pending .

SENATOR CUDABACK: That is the committee amendment. The r e are
conlnittee amendments, as stated by the Clerk. Senator Schrock,
as Chairman of the Natural Resources Co mmittee, you' re
recognized to open on those amendments.

SENATOR SCHROCK: The co mmittee amendment just removes public
power and irr igation d istricts from the de fin ition o f
municipa l i t y .

S ENATOR CUDABACK: You' ve heard the opening on the committee
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